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SYMPTOMS 
FROM EXPOSURE 
TO VINYL CHLORIDE
INCLUDE:

• Sinus Complications

• Eye Irritation

• Skin Irritation

• Sleeplessness

• Nervousness

• Loss of Appetite

• Lung Complications

• And Other Symptoms

If you have sustained personal injuries due 
to this release, you may have a claim for your
damages and medical expenses.

WE CAN HELP!

Call to schedule 
a FREE Consultation.
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Locally Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

BUILDERS & HOMEOWNERS EQUIPMENT & TOOLS
SALES & RENTALS

“Some Tools For All Jobs & All Tools For Some Jobs”
Air Tools
Compressors
Power Tools
Scaffolding
Diamond Blades & Bits
Jacks
Vibrators
Floor Machines
Fastening Devices

Sanders
Concrete Saws
Manlifts
Pumps
Wacker Tampers
Sod Cutters
Concrete Tools
Pressure Washers
Tile Saws

Mixers
Trenchers
Saws & Drills
Painting Equipment
Tables & Chairs
Canopies
Brick Saws
Excavators

436-4335 • 1738 Highway 14 @ Legion Street

David McElveen,
General Manager

Mario Baca,
Sales Manager

- Mondays -
$1.50 Beer
Happy Hour Prices Till Close

- Tuesdays -“2 for Tuesdays”
2 drinks for the price of 1 
Well, selected call drinks, 
Imports & Domestic Beer

- Wednesdays -
Ladies Night - 8pm - Close
2 Free Drinks, Well Drinks and House Wine
LIVE MUSIC - No Cover

- Thursdays -
$1.00 Jagermeister
Every Thursday 10–til EFFIGY 

OCTOBER BAND SCHEDULE

Fri. 20th Kadillacs

Sat. 21st Cold Sweat

Wed. 25th Blue Soul

Fri. 27th Static

Sat. 28th Soul Shock

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
MONDAY - CHICKEN FRIED STEAK
TUESDAY - BEEF TIPS
WEDNESDAY - HAMBURGER STEAK 
THURSDAY - PORK TENDERLOIN
FRIDAY - SEAFOOD GUMBO

ALL SPECIALS MONDAY THRU THURSDAY
ARE SERVED WITH A DINNER ROLL AND

VEGETABLE OF THE DAY.

ot too many voters went to
the polls on Sept. 29 for the
Secretary of State and
Insurance Commissioner
primaries and consideration
of 13 constitutional amend-
ments. Yet the light impres-
sion left by these compul-

sive voters--they are beyond chronic--
offers the first snapshot of statewide
voting patterns post-Katrina. The pic-
ture is not a pretty one for Democrats.

While statewide turnout was an ane-
mic 22 percent, it barely had a pulse in
New Orleans, where only 10.5 percent
of voters participated. State Sen. Francis
Heitmeier of Algiers was the obvious
victim of the no-show by Democrats.
His pre-election polling had him coast-
ing in first place, but actual returns put
him second, sandwiched between two
Republicans, who, combined, had twice
his vote. Heitmeier ran better in
Shreveport, which had a mayor's race,
than in his hometown.

Heitmeier could read the election
returns as well as anybody and, conced-
ing the inevitable, he dropped out of the
race. "This is a testament to the prob-
lems in the Democrats' world,"
observed one political operative. "If
there's not an appeal to black voters,
they aren't coming out."

For all the Democrats' travails, the
GOP vote was far from monolithic. The
primary campaign revealed a recurring
deep fissure between competing fac-
tions of the Republican Party that needs
to be patched over again.

The competition between Dardenne,
favored by Republican mainstreamers,
and former state party chairman Mike
Francis, backed by the GOP's more
activist and vocal right wing, exploded
into a public and bitter brawl late in the
campaign. The party's 11th command-
ment--never speak ill of a fellow
Republican--was trashed in the biting
and kicking match that ensued.

By the time Dardenne got in the
race, Francis had out-flanked him on
the right, even securing the endorse-
ment of former Gov. Mike Foster after
the two settled an old feud. Foster's
message of support for Francis went out
in tens of thousands of automated
phone calls to party faithful.

The new alliance of the two Mikes
chafed at Dardenne, who, as a floor
leader for the former governor, cast a
number of tough tax votes for the
administration. Now his voting record
on behalf of Foster was being used hard
against him by Foster's new friend.
Also, Dardenne was being hammered

on the Internet by conservative blogs,
some of them underwritten by Francis.

But if Dardenne had a problem with
his ex-ally, Francis had a bigger one
with his ex-wife. Their bitter divorce
proceedings became campaign fodder
when the former Mrs. Francis chose the
week before the election to haul her ex-
husband into court and have him ruled
in contempt for using their co-owned
company assets, including an airplane,
in his campaign.

That civil contempt charge and other
unflattering items made their way into a
late-breaking Dardenne ad that ridiculed
Francis, who was depicted by a bare-
chested, pot-bellied actor preening in a
red "super-hero" cape. "Not a bad per-
son," said the voice-over, but "How can
we trust him to run our elections?"

"Jay went Popeye on him," said
Dardenne's consultant George Kennedy.
Few expected that Dardenne, the con-
summate nice guy, would punch that
hard, especially against a fellow
Republican. But he did what he needed
to do to avoid the usual fate of nice
guys in politics.

Francis condemned the ad as charac-
ter assassination, refused to endorse
Dardenne in the runoff and declared he
will seek the office again in next year's
election for a full term.

But when U.S. Sen. David Vitter and
other Republican leaders quickly closed
ranks behind Dardenne, Francis was
isolated, and will be again next year.
Dardenne, meanwhile, ascends to the
top rank of Republican elected officials,
a potential contender for even higher
office. 

Maybe the Democrats will get it
together by 2007 to field a candidate
who can at least go the distance, if not
win. But shifting voting patterns, and
even changing voter attitudes, could
spell problems for Democrats up and
down the ballot.

N

Democrats Go Missing, 
Republicans Go To Mauling

The party's 11th 

commandment—never

speak ill of a fellow

Republican—was trashed…

INSIDE BATON ROUGE — by John Maginnis



OCTOBER 18, 2006 PAGE 5

Putting Internet 
Predators in Their Place

By Kathy Bergstrom David Benada, former McNeese State
University Chief of Police, has been hired by
Sheriff Tony Mancus. Benada is assigned to
the Patrol Division and will administer
mobile data, mobile videos, radio systems,

and telephone
systems depart-
ment wide. Lt.
Benada began
his law enforce-
ment career at
the Calcasieu
Parish Sheriff’s
Office in 1982
and left in 1998
to become the
chief of police at
McNeese.  He

graduated from MSU in 1995 and earned
his Master’s Degree in 2003.  Benada is
also a graduate of many law enforcement
training schools including the Calcasieu
Parish Regional Training Academy and the
FBI 177th National Academy. “Lt. Benada’s
24 years of law enforcement experience,
including 16 years at the Sheriff’s Office, is
a plus for our department,” says Sheriff
Mancuso.  “With the installation of laptops
and video cameras in the patrol cars,
Benada’s vast knowledge and experience
with technology will be a great asset.”

Sergeant
Timothy
LaFleur from
LSP Troop D has
been promoted
to Lieutenant by
Colonel Henry
Whitehorn,
Superintendent of
the Louisiana
State Police.
Lieutenant

LaFleur will serve as a Troop D patrol shift
lieutenant in Lake Charles. LaFleur is a
native of Lake Charles. He graduated from
Lagrange Senior High School and worked 6
years for the Sulphur Police Department
before getting hired with the Louisiana
State Police.  Lieutenant LaFleur has been
with the Louisiana State Police for 16
years, serving as a criminal patrol unit for

Who’s News
wenty five internet predators have been arrested
in Southwest Louisiana between May and
September this year, brought down in stings by
the undercover work of detectives with the
Calcasieu Parish Sheriffs Office Vice Division
and investigators from the Calcasieu Parish
District Attorney’s Office. 

In the latest sting, Calcasieu Parish Sheriff’s Office
Vice Detectives arrested Jeremy John Miller, 28, of
Robeline, on October 13.  Miller was arrested after an
investigation revealed that he had sexually explicit con-
versations on the internet with a person whom he
believed to be a 14 year old female, but was actually an
undercover detective. After setting up a face-to-face
meeting with the child, a warrant was obtained, and
Miller was arrested without incident at Ft. Polk.  He is a
captain in the U. S. Army and is currently stationed at Ft.
Polk. Miller was booked into the Calcasieu Correctional
Center on a $300,000.00 bond set by Judge Mike
Canaday.  He has been charged with computer-aided
solicitation of a minor. CPSO Vice Detectives Chris
Romero and Craig Thibodeaux were the lead investiga-
tors on this case.

The Sheriff’s office Vice Division includes forces
from the Lake Charles Police Department, Louisiana
Highway Patrol, the district attorney’s office and attorney
general’s office. They continually and aggressively inves-
tigate computer-aided crimes in Calcasieu Parish in an
effort to deter and prevent crimes against children south-
west Louisiana.

“Because of the recent ‘Dateline’ specials on internet
predator stings, we have seen an increase in awareness
locally of the problem,” explained Mancuso.  “And,
locally, we are making arrests. Eventually we will have
an Internet predator division for all Internet crimes –
that’s how big the problem is getting.  Right now the
Vice Division works Internet crimes with the multi-juris-
dictional force. We have had to step-up our efforts
because of cyber-crimes.”

Traditionally vice detectives investigate cases involv-
ing organized crime, prostitution, gambling, child
pornography, internet pornography, and prescription
fraud, unlawful sales of tobacco and alcohol and misrep-
resentation of age.  The personal computer and the
Internet have opened up a new arena for criminals, pred-
ators and the vice detectives who fight them. Vice
Detective Chris Romeo points out, “Technology enables
criminals to have a whole different area for victimizing
citizens.  There’s sexual predators, identity thefts…the
vastness of the Internet and the fact that you can commit
crimes without ever leaving your home creates a whole
new challenge for law enforcement.”

The Sheriff’s office urges parents to install and use
parental controls on all computers in their homes.  “You
can set the controls from light to heavy security,” says
Mancuso.  “You can have controls password protected

and only you know the password.  There are programs
that allow you to monitor where your children are going
on the Internet and who they are chatting with in emails
and instant messages. This is not an ‘invasion of privacy’
for your children. You are the parent and there are people
out there who would harm your children.  You have the
right to protect them.”

Mancuso and Romero have these suggestions for par-
ents and children: Never talk to strangers on line.  If you
think that any conversations or activities on email, instant
messages or chat rooms is suspicious or questionable,
contact the sheriffs department.  If your children receive
any sexually explicit conversations or pictures, or conver-
sations that even hint of sexual activity, contact the sher-
iffs department.

Mancuso points out that children should know that
“If someone you are chatting with on line begins asking
you what you are wearing or asks you to change your
clothes, that should be a warning sign. Do not engage in
conversation with that person.  Never tell someone you
do not know personally, your name, your age, your
address, even the city you live in, or what school you go
to!” Most important, says Mancuso and Romero, do not
delete or erase the questionable message.  Call the
Sheriff’s office and let them investigate.

“There are some very good uses for the Internet for
children and students,” says Mancuso.  “They can keep
in touch with family and friends. They can ask about
homework.  Closely monitored, the Internet can be safe
and very educational.  But if parents are not involved and
monitoring their children, that’s where the problem lies.”

THE UNDERCOVER 
INTERNET STING

So what happens during an Internet predator sting?
The Times was invited to sit in on a recent sting at the
Calcasieu Parish Sheriff’s office that came at the end of a
day of training for regional law enforcement officers.
The multi-jurisdiction joint effort included investigators
with the Calcasieu Parish Sheriff’s office, the Lake
Charles Police Department, Lake Charles City Marshals,
Calcasieu District Attorney’s Office, Jeff Davis Parish
Sheriff’s Office, Jennings Police Department and the
state Attorney General’s office.  The sting was led by Lt.
Russell Broussard and Vice Detective Chris Romero,
who head up the Sheriff’s office investigations on
Internet predators.

Like most undercover work, catching Internet preda-
tors involves hours of careful investigation.  But instead
of undercover identities and disguises on the streets, this
involves sitting at a computer, entering chat rooms and
waiting for predators to proposition officers.
“Undercover” for internet detectives involves assuming
the identity of a pre-teen or teenager.  Detectives
Broussard and Romero and the DA and AG officers tutor

Cont inued on Page 7

ENTERPRISEBOULEVARD
N E W S  A B O U T  S O U T H W E S T  L O U I S I A N A

Lt. David Benada

Sgt. Timothy LaFleur

T

Cont inued on Page 6
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4650 Nelson Road  ❦ Lake Charles, LA 70605
(337) 474-9445 ❦ www.riveroaksapartmenthomes.com

Luxury
is at Home…

Close to Everything …
Far from Ordinary

• Private, Gated Apartment Community
• 24-hour Business Center
• Resort Style Pool
• State of the Art Fitness Center
• Full Size W/D Included

� Deer Processing
� Cajun Lunches
� Boudin (6 kinds)
� Sausage (8 kinds)

Boneless Stuffed Chicken
Homemade Cracklins

Tasso • Bacon
Hog Cheese • Custom Cutting

Karen & Charlie Hackett
5614 Hwy 14, Lake Charles, LA 70607

2 1/2 mile south I-210

(337) 474-3731
7:30am – 3:00pm

Thank You SWLA for voting us Best Plate Lunch

the class in what they can and cannot
say.  They cannot “trap” or suggest
anything that might be entrapment.
Perpetrators have to suggest sexual
activity fully believing they are solicit-
ing a child. Which is why pedophiles
are in the chat rooms — they are fish-
ing for victims from the anonymity of
the computer.

For the five and half hours I was
with them, the officers learned to log
on to various popular chat rooms with
their assumed identities and maneuver
into and out of conversations, all the
while learning the language of bored,
lonely, chatty teens.  Many of the offi-
cers juggled several conversations at
once, but they never instigate a conver-
sation. Once they enter a chat room,
they wait to be “hit on” by those look-
ing for conversation – or more.  And
the wait is never long.

The conversation may go something
like this: Man in Chat Room – “asl”.
That means age, sex, location.  The
officer answers with the uncover identi-
ty – “14 f lake charles,” meaning a 14
year old girl from the Lake Charles
area.  Many men at this point drop the
conversation or tell the “young lady”
that she is too young and good bye.
But a few have found (they think) what
they are looking for – a lonely, friendly
youngster – and a potential victim.
Some predators are very careful at this
point and ask other questions, sounding
out the victim for evidence of parents.
The officers only answer questions
asked. They can not bait or trap and
they can not initiate sexual conversa-
tion. But as the trainers pointed out,
“Once he starts talking sex to you, you
can talk sex to him. He started it.”

Since the sting I was observing was
also a training session there were lots
of questions for the Detectives Romero
and Broussard , the DA and the AG;
some with hilarious results.  “He wants
to know my bra size. What do I tell
him,” asked one veteran officer. “He
wants to know if I have a BF? Do I?”
BF is boy friend.  A lot of the conversa-
tions were like this: “hey” “hey” “u got
BF” “naw lol” “kewl” “you got GF.
lol.” (You got a boy friend? No.
Laugh out loud.  Cool. You got a girl
friend? Laugh out loud.)  As undercov-
er work goes, it can be mind numbing
as the hours tick by.

But then there are the frightening
chats: The men who, believing they are
talking to a lonely child, immediately
show nude pictures of themselves in
various acts or poses. Some predators
broadcast live webcam performances
for their young audience.  One predator
had a lengthy explicit conversation with
what he thought was a 14 year old girl
and then arranged to meet her that
night. He asked her if she had condoms
or should he bring them.  When I left,
arrangements were being made to arrest
him. When he arrived, he would be
handcuffed and escorted to jail.  

The AG officer from Baton Rouge
monitored another chat room and said,
“Remember that guy we arrested in
Monroe last week? He’s back online
tonight. He just logged in to my chat
room! You think he learned his les-
son?” Arrangements were made to
contact the police in Monroe to let
them continue that sting. Predators fish
for children from all over the state and
the nation. One pending arrest is for a
particularly vile pedophile in
Washington State.  CPSO is working
with the Kings County Sheriffs office
in Washington to put this predator
where he belongs – behind bars.
Detective Romero showed me a stack
of pending cases — careful documenta-
tion of predators soliciting children
online. 

DA John DeRosier pointed out that
children are naturally friendly and want
to make friends. And when someone in
a chat room flatters them and seems
sympathetic to their problems, that
child may think they have found a
friend and let their guard down. After
witnessing how easy it is for predators
to lure children into sexually explicit
conversation, it became very apparent
to me the active role that parents or
guardians must assume when their chil-
dren have access to the Internet.  I also
left the sting with a greater appreciation
for the hours of  work by local and
state law enforcement which have net-
ted over 140 arrests across Louisiana
this year. 

The Calcasieu Parish Sheriff’s
Office and the District Attorney jointly
sponsor an Internet safety class for par-
ents, grandparents and teachers. Topics
covered in the class include Internet
Safety for Children, Internet Child
Predators, and Practical Answers for
Adults. An online undercover opera-
tions demonstration is also included.  

“Unfortunately the internet has
made our children easy prey for sexual
predators,” says Sheriff Mancuso. “It is
so important to know how to protect
and monitor our children while they are
online.  This class provides invaluable
information to assure the safety of our
children.” The class is free to the pub-
lic, and available to church, school and
community groups. For more informa-
tion or to schedule a class, call the
Sheriff’s Office, 491-3667.

Ent. Blvd., Continued from Page 5
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drug interdiction for 7 years. He has received numerous citations and awards from
civic organizations as well as the State Police. In 1994, LaFleur received an award
from the DEA for the largest cocaine interdiction seizure in the United States. He
was promoted to sergeant in June of 1998 and was Troop D’s administration ser-
geant for 6 years. A resident of Sulphur, LaFleur is married to Jeanne LaFleur and
they have three children. 

Lisa Conner, C.A.S.C., is the new Business Office Manager at Lake Charles
Medical and Surgical Clinic. Conner received Bachelors of Science Degrees in
Accounting and Finance from McNeese State University. She has worked in medical
business office management and group practice administration for 14 years. Conner
is a Certified Administrator of Surgery Centers and has served as President of the
Louisiana Ambulatory Surgery Association and the Southwest Louisiana Medical
Management Association (SLMMA). She is currently on the Board of Directors of the
Louisiana Medical Group Management Association and the Board of Ambulatory
Surgery Certification.    

LSP Troopers Theodore “Theo” Chantlin and John
Goodly have joined the Louisiana State Police-Troop D.
Captain Russell Haman welcomed the new troopers
September 25, after their graduation from the Louisiana
State Police Academy-Cadet Class #86. Trooper
Theodore “Theo” Chantlin, a Lake Charles native, grad-
uated from Sam Houston High School and McNeese State
University. He has a B.A.
Degree in Criminal Justice.
Theo worked for the Lake
Charles Police Department for
10 years prior to joining to the

state police where he worked in the detectives division.
Chantlin lives in Lake Charles with his wife, Cynthia.
Trooper John Goodly is from Lacassine and a graduate
of Lacassine High School. He completed 45 hours towards
a criminal justice degree at the University of Maryland.
John is a retired 20-year Army veteran. He lives in Iowa
with his wife Marsha and three children.

CPSO Sgt. Wendy Bushnell has been named as the DeQuincy Resident Deputy,
by Sheriff Mancuso. She will be handling misdemeanor investigations.  Sgt. Bushnell
replaces longtime Resident Deputy Sgt. Edsel Johnson who has taken leave pending
his retirement.  Bushnell will be housed at the DeQuincy Law Enforcement Center
located at 618 E. Center St. Sgt. Bushnell, the daughter of Huey and Dorothy
Bushnell, is a life long resident of DeQuincy and a 20 veteran of law enforcement.
She began her law enforcement career with the Lake Charles Police Department
prior to working for the McNeese University Police, and the State Police Towing and
Recovery Unit.  She joined the Sheriff’s Office Patrol Division in 2004. For emergen-
cies in the DeQuincy area, dial 9-1-1.  For other law enforcement needs or to inquire
about establishing a Neighborhood Watch Program, call the DeQuincy LEC, 786-
2163, Monday – Friday, 8 AM to  4 PM.

Rocky Fontenot has been appointed division manager
of the Louisiana Branch of The Hurt Oil Company in
Sulphur. Hurt Oil is a lubricant and chemical company spe-
cializing in Petrochemical Lubricant Programs located.
Fontenot has received numerous sales awards and recogni-
tion for his expertise in the lubricant and chemical industry
during his 20-year career. Fontenot will be presented an
award at the National Chevron Lubricants Conference in
Fort Lauderdale, Florida on October 30.

Courtney Mouton has joined the staff of the Better
Business Bureau of Southwest Louisiana, Inc. Courtney received her degree from
McNeese State University in Business Management.  She will be heading up the com-
plaint department where she can use her skills and experience in mediating cus-
tomer service issues. The mission of the Better Business Bureau is to promote and
foster the highest ethical relationship between businesses and the public through vol-
untary self-regulation, consumer and business education and service excellence. The
Bureau offers the first step in dealing with marketplace disputes. The Better Business
Bureau of SWLA, Inc. is located at 2309 E. Prien Lake Road and services the parish-
es of Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron, Jeff Davis and Vernon. 

Who’s News, Continued from Page 5

Theodore Chantlin

John Goodly

Rocky Fontenot

Also Carry:
• Stihl & Husqvarna Chain Saws
• Pumps
• Sewer Machines
• Snakes
• Sales & Service in Scaffolding
• Bobcats
• Omni Mini-Excavators
• Tractors
• Hepa Filtration Machines
• Carpet Tools
• Hardwood Floor Sanders
• Turbo Dryers
• And So Much More!

www.grandrentalstation.com

115 W. College
Lake Charles
337-478-3115

487 Hwy 171
Lake Charles
337-855-7791

3400 Ryan St.
Lake Charles
337-478-3116

Thank you SWLA for voting us Best Rental Store.

Pressure Washer

Paint Sprayer
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One community. Endless possibilities.

Gambling Problem? Call 1.800.522.4700

© 2006 Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc. All rights reserved.

A new kind of casino. A better kind of community.
At L’Auberge du LacSM, we started with a dream to build a different type of casino. A casino that would embrace 
the community and create more opportunities for everyone. As we soon found out, there were many others 
who wanted to share our dream. Today, L’Auberge has more than 2,000 employees, and we partner with many 
local companies. Our tax dollars contribute to new jobs and new classrooms. And we’ve been able to help local 
charities and civic organizations. After all, a dream this big you just have to share. We’re proud of what we’ve 
accomplished at L’Auberge. And with Pinnacle Entertainment’s proposed building of Sugarcane Bay, we’ll bring 
even more economic growth to the area. Let’s share this new dream together.

SCB_054_SWLA_AD.indd    1 10/12/06    4:44:15 PM
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hen my husband was a young boy, he didn’t
have Nintendo or Xbox, but he did have
baseball cards--lots and lots of baseball
cards.  Of course, back then cards were gen-
erally collected for their intrinsic value
rather than their investment power.  I love to
hear Mike talk about going down to the
candy store and buying a “wax pack” for a

nickel.  This simple pack of pleasure held five undis-
closed baseball cards, one stick of gum, and a boat-
load of dreams for every kid who idolized all the
baseball greats like Mickey Mantle, Willie Mays, and
Whitey Ford.  And if you weren’t a huge baseball fan,
you could always take your 1968 Nolan Ryan rookie
card and clip it to the spokes of your bicycle to get
this really cool sound effect.  Although Mike has
grown up (somewhat) and sold most of his baseball
cards, he still has a shoebox full of those wonderful
childhood memories squirreled away for posterity.  It
is hard to imagine that a nickel could bring that much
joy to a kid.  I wonder what a nickel would buy nowa-
days?      

Malcolm Self of Southland Coins & Collectibles
knows a thing or two about the value of a nickel-or
any other coin for that matter.  Founding Southland
Coins in 1985, he has been the Lake Area’s foremost
expert on coins and various other unique collectibles
for over twenty years.  Before opening his store locat-
ed at 1737 W. Sale, Malcolm worked as a chemical

engineer for twelve years in the oilfield.  Although he
enjoyed his profession, the long days away from his
wife and two sons were taxing, prompting him to
begin toying with the idea of starting up his own busi-
ness.  Opening a coin shop seemed like a natural fit to
Malcolm, who became interested in coin collecting
when he was five years old and helped his father sort
through his collection of unique coins.  Despite the
fact that there were some who could not believe he
would give up the benefits and security of his job as
an engineer, Malcolm knew that taking risks is
sometimes the only way to get ahead.  I guess that
attitude is what has helped catapult his business
into the Times Top Fifty list for the fourth year.  

While buying and selling coins has always been
the primary focus of his business, Malcolm has
also dabbled in other collectibles.  For a time,
baseball cards were pretty profitable.
Unfortunately, over the years there has been
such a glut in the market that this collectible
is no longer a great investment.  At one
time he also had an assortment of jewelry
but has since discontinued carrying it
due to the fact that jewelry is so
readily available at local jew-
elry stores.  Old
newspapers and

W
Solid Investment for Growth — Southland Coins   

By Kelly Roberts Duff

S O U T H W E S T  L O U I S I A N A ’ S  H O M E G R O W N  B U S I N E S S E S

Southland Coins 
& Collectibles
Malcolm Self

m
onsoursphotography.com

Cont inued on 
Page 10

WEIRD. As if Tony Digiovanni were not strange
enough, he claims that a ghost visits Mary Ann's
Cafe at night-time and knocks the roll of paper tow-
els off of the back booth table onto the floor, every
night.

FEDERAL BOOBOO. When the feds built that
spiffy new post office on Highway 190 over in
Slidell in 1990, the federal post office department
forgot to include a handicap electric door on the
front of the beautiful building, defying their own
(federal) ADA 1990 handicapped access law. Guess
what? They did it here, too on the Edwin F. Hunter
Federal Building on Broad Street. No electric-open-
ing main front door! The security guards offer to
"assist" disabled persons, but who assists them
throughout the building and when the guards go
home? Where is the "dignity" in that?

ADA 1990 is possibly the most-ignored federal
law in US history. Many people misread it and
think they were "grandfathered in," but that's not true
at all. What it did do, was to give them five years
till 1995 to get "up to code," (but few did,) all over
the USA. They simply forgot it. There are count-
less ADA 1990 violations right here in Lake Charles
and all over SW Louisiana; like Chickenman,
"they're everywhere, they're everywhere!"

For those who care, free CD copies of the ADA
1990 law may be obtained from the US Attorney
General's Office in Washington, just by requesting
one, but it takes a while for it to get here. (They
send them by US mail; do the math.)

YOU'LL NEVER GUESS who said: "A meal
without wine is like a day without sunshine." (Hint:
Think about it while you drink your milk, or we
might put you out to pasture, Louie.)

WENDY'S NEW PRODUCT: "Epperjack
Cheese," according to their marquee in front of their
Broad and Lakeshore location sign. Hmmm.
Whodell wonders if they keep "alt and epper" on
their tables?

IDENTIFY: Elvin Williams
and Mrs. Roy Thornton.
Hint: They were
slightly-illegal busi-
ness-partners in
Bienville Parish,
Louisiana until May
23, 1934. (You're
gonna hate yourself if
you miss this shot.)

WHO ATE DE
GATOR? "Litagator," the
fiberglass gator in front of the
Chase main branch office in
LC, is now a "Crack-a-Gator."
Looks like lightning, (or a teen-
ager) struck it. It's all cracked
and splitting, its hat is busted, and
someone even swiped the cigar out of
his hand and he's about to be serious
history. Those gators ain't cheap, trust me.

COFFEE, EVERYONE? Wilton Augustine's
Auction House on Broad Street is one of the few
remaining old-fashioned "southern hospitality" busi-
nesses that offer everyone free coffee when they stop
by and yes, the Augustines are genuine and nice

"ROMP IN THE SWAMP"

Cont inued on Page 10
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documents have caught Malcolm’s
interest, and he has a fascinating
assortment to choose from in his shop.
One such document is a framed presi-
dential grant signed by President James
Madison giving over a plot of land to a
Lieutenant in the military.  

Malcolm is currently building up
his collection of war memorabilia.  He
has a Civil War gun and a gun that
dates back before the Civil War hang-
ing on his wall, and he even let me
hold one so I could get a feel for what
the soldiers went through as they toted
those heavy guns in the battlefield.  It

was long and cumbersome with a bay-
onet at the end and was capable of only
firing off a single shot.  As for coins,
this is his specialty and Malcolm has
some very unique collectibles and sets
to offer.  If you are looking for some-
thing in particular that may not be
available in the shop, Malcolm does
accept “want lists” from his clients and
makes every effort to hunt down those
specific items at trade shows and
through his trusted vendors.  If you are
interested in selling a collectible,
Malcolm does offer free appraisals if
you want an idea of what something
may be worth.     

Many things have changed for

Southland Coins over the past twenty
years.  The collectibles have definitely
followed the market trends as far as
carrying what is in demand at any par-
ticular time.  However, one of the most
notable and beneficial changes that the
company has undergone is going glob-
al through the Internet.  When
Malcolm’s nephew first mentioned the
idea of using the computer to sell mer-
chandise, Malcolm more or less dis-
missed it.  Encouraging his nephew to
work on his “scheme” from home on
his own computer after company
hours, Malcolm never really gave it
much more thought.  Within a few
days, his nephew was bringing in

stacks of checks.  Taken aback by the
volume of checks that began pouring
in as a result of his nephew’s online
ventures, Malcolm bought his
nephew’s computer and moved him
into the office where he could coach
his uncle on the ways of the web.
Now, Malcolm estimates that approxi-
mately 99% of his business is mail
order through the Internet.  To visit
their web site, go to www.southland-
coins.net and take a look at the many
collectables they have to offer. 

When he is not in the shop,
Malcolm enjoys going to trade shows
with his family.  When the boys were
younger, he would rotate taking each
of them and his wife on the weekends
for some one-on-one time with him as
he traveled the map in search of his
treasures.  This business has definitely
been a family affair for Malcolm.  His
older son, Robbie, now works with
him in the shop full time while his
younger son, Daniel, has worked in the
business but is currently pursuing a
career as a musician with his own
band.  Donna, Malcolm’s wife, has
been the accountant for Southland
Coins from the beginning, keeping the
business (and Malcolm I would bet) in
top working order.  In his spare time,
Malcolm serves on the Board of
Directors for ETC Harbor House.  He
is also very active in his church, St.
Michael’s Episcopal Church, where he
is a member of the vestry.  Judging
from his upbeat attitude and cheerful
personality, I could tell that Malcolm
Self thoroughly enjoys what he does,
inside the shop and out.  When I asked
him if he would want to retire anytime
soon and pass the torch to one of his
boys, he answered with a definitive
“no”.  Why retire from something you
enjoy so much?    

I did ask Malcolm if he had any
advice for someone interested in start-
ing a collection.  He said to make sure
it is something you truly enjoy as a
hobby and not something you are look-
ing at solely for investment purposes.
You may own it for a long time if the
market fizzles out for that particular
collectible, so you need to make sure it
is something that brings you joy.
Malcolm has adopted the philosophy
of the late Buddy Ebsen who once
remarked that we don’t really own
anything, we are just caretakers for a
short period of time.  I like that!  So,
what about the Beanie Baby craze
from the late 90’s?  Is that still a hot
ticket?  Well, according to Malcolm,
they may be cute and cuddly, but they
won’t bring in much money if you try
to sell them.  I suppose the best thing
you can do is get a very large pet net
for your Beanies and try to keep them
as comfortable as possible!

SWLA Homegrown Businesses,
Continued from Page 9

Life happens right before your eyes and you
don’t want to miss a thing. That’s why healthy
vision is so important. The Eye Clinic offers
complete family eye care, from the correction of
basic vision problems to the latest treatment
options for cataracts, glaucoma, macular
degeneration, dry eye and diabetic retinopathy.

We bring the latest innovations to our
patients, with the most advanced vision
correction procedures available, such as LASIK
and the ReSTOR lens. Our full service contact
lens department and Optics Unlimited eyewear
stores feature a wide range of lens options and
designer frames that let you see life your way.

With 13 physicians, four locations and a nearly
50-year reputation for providing high quality eye
care, we keep you focused at the speed of life.
Call The Eye Clinic nearest you today.

(337) 478-3810 • 1 (800) 826-5223 
www.theeyeclinic.net
FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS IN SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA

Lake Charles • DeRidder • Sulphur • Jennings
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Vision for the way you live.

Just because life’s 
a blur, your vision
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Our new look comes
full circle to reflect
all we have to offer
in eye care and
vision services.

Our new look comes
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all we have to offer
in eye care and
vision services.
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Cajuns from Mamou. Guess what
brand of coffee they serve their com-
munity???

MIKE GILES over at Mike's
Diving Scuba Shop on Kirkman is all
riled up about that beautiful Gulf div-
ing site called the "Flower Gardens"
being slowly "fished out," over the
years. Says one time, there were 400
pound groupers down there, but no
more... all runts now.  Says they're
"fished out." Says the Flower Gardens
ought to be "off-limits" for all fishing,
besides being off-limits to divers want-
ing souvenir coral. No, No.... no
touchy. Mike says there are plenty of
really good other fishing spots around
hundred of oil rigs to go to in the Gulf
nearby and the Flower Gardens need a
chance to recover, ecologically. Scuba
shops everywhere are easy to spot;
they all have those red flags with the
diagonal white strip across them and
the all are friendly and love to answer
questions about diving.

FACT. Around this time of year,
Cajun ducks fly at 30,000 feet, or
higher. Why? Because they are sur-
vivors, that's why.

Romp in the Swamp, 
Continued from Page 9

“DAMAGES” DEFINED UNDER OUR CIVIL LAW SYSTEM 
Sometimes a person’s actions or inactions harm someone else.  When that

happens, we rely on our laws, police officers, judicial system, and juries to pro-
vide justice.  Justice for a criminal’s conduct ranges from death and imprison-
ment for the most serious crimes to community service and fines for less serious
crimes.  The goal in providing justice for criminal conduct that harms someone
else is to punish and rehabilitate the wrongdoer and to protect the general pub-
lic.  

But sometimes the wrongful conduct that harms another doesn’t violate any
criminal laws, such as a negligent driver who fails to yield at an intersection.
This results in what people commonly refer to as a “civil suit” because it vio-

lates our civil laws instead of our criminal laws.  Justice in civil suits is provided
by our laws, judges and juries with an award of “damages” to the injured per-
son.  Although the purpose isn’t to punish the defendant, it certainly serves as a
deterrent for future conduct.

Compensatory damages
The law compensates injured people by making the person or company at

fault pay money to the injured person.   This is known as the “compensatory
damages” you have suffered.  Compensatory damages are further divided into
two categories: (1) General damages and (2) Special damages. General damages
are awarded for damages that are inherently speculative in nature and cannot be
fixed with mathematical certainty.  Examples include physical pain and suffer-
ing and mental and emotional distress.  The amount needed to adequately com-
pensate someone’s injuries (“justice”) is decided on a case-by-case basis.
Because of this, the judge or jury that observes the witnesses in each case is
given a vast amount of discretion in deciding that amount.  

Special damages
Special damages are those that have a ready market value and can be deter-

mined with relevant certainty.   They must be specifically identified in the peti-
tion, which is the initial document the lawyer files with the Clerk of Court to

Contributed by Stutes, Fontenot, Lavergne & Lutz, LLC.

By P. Jody Lavergne

Cont inued on Page 12
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Internet
“phishing”

scams are one of the
fastest-growing frauds

today.  Phishing typically
involves a bogus e-mail message

that uses legitimate materials, such as
a company’s Web site graphics and logos, in an attempt to entice 
e-mail recipients to provide personal financial details, such as credit
card and Social Security numbers.

Many financial institutions, including Cameron State Bank, have seen
their Web site graphics, including corporate logos and other
materials, “borrowed” by fraudsters intent on tricking consumers into
divulging personal financial information by responding to an official-
looking, but entirely bogus, e-mail.

Cameron State Bank has not, and will never, request
personal information via e-mail, internet, telephone,
etc.  Never respond to an unsolicited e-mail that asks
for detailed financial information.

If you believe that you have provided sensitive financial
information about yourself through a phishing scam, you should:

Immediately contact your financial institution

Contact the three major credit bureaus and request a fraud alert be
placed on your credit report. The numbers are:

Equifax, 1-800-525-6285 
Experian, 1-888-397-3742 
TransUnion, 1-800-680-7289

File a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission at www.ftc.gov or
call 1-877-382-4357

and Friends of
Southwest
Louisiana,
Protect yourself
against E-mail
Fraud!

Important 
Notice to our
Customers...

P e r s o n a l  B a n k i n g  A t  I t s  B e s t !

begin the lawsuit.  Examples of spe-
cial damages include medical expens-
es, lost wages, lost business profits,
and costs of repairing vehicles or
other damaged property.  Any out-of-
pocket expense incurred because of
the accident or injury is also included
in this category.  For example, if you
have to hire someone to clean your
home, mow your lawn or feed your
horses because of your injury, you can
recover those expenses as part of your
special damages.

Punitive damages
However, clients are usually very

curious about their rights to recover
punitive damages and their attorney’s
fees.  Punitive damages are given to
the plaintiff over and above full com-
pensation for his injuries, for the pur-
pose of punishing the defendant, to
teach the defendant not to do it again
and to deter others from following the
defendant’s example.  So the empha-
sis is on the wrongdoer’s conduct, not
on the plaintiff’s injury.  Punitive
damages are contrary to Louisiana
legal philosophy and are only permit-
ted when a statute specifically pro-
vides for punitive damages for the
conduct at issue.  For example, puni-
tive damages are allowed if a driver’s
intoxication causes a plaintiff’s injury.

Attorney’s fees
As for attorney’s fees, a plaintiff

can not recover attorney’s fees from
the defendant unless he is given that
specific right in a contract or in a
statute that applies to the specific facts
of the case.  A personal injury lawsuit
is not based upon a contract and
requires a specific statute to recover
attorney’s fees.  It’s important to
understand that attorney’s fees and
court costs are two completely sepa-
rate items.  Court costs are expenses
the Clerk of Court charges plaintiffs
and defendants to file documents. 

P. Jody Lavergne with Stutes,
Fontenot, Lavergne & Lutz, LLC. This
column contains general information
about legal issues, and is not intended
as specific attorney-client advice or as
an adequate substitute for consulting
an attorney and providing all the spe-
cific facts at issue, in order to receive
adequate guidance. The authors of the
column have not accepted any
engagement as counsel for the anony-
mous questioners. For more specific
advice, you should consult the attor-
ney of your choice.

Legal Eagles, 
Continued from Page 11
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NEW BONUSES
AND DISCOUNTS
FOR LOCALS.

Based on availability. Must be a L’Club member. Reservations are required for Hotel,
spa and golf services. Cash purchases only. Comp purchases and discounted prices
do not count toward benefits. Tax and gratuity are not considered part of purchase
price. Not applicable for groups and subject to availability. Monday - Thursday only.
Management reserves the right to change or alter the terms and conditions of any aspect
of this program. ©2006 Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc. All rights reserved. Must be 21
to enter casino and participate in the program and have a valid “locals” license or
identification card from the five-parish area. Gambling Problem? Call 1.800.522.4700.

• $89 Room Rate
• $39 Green Fees
• FREE Appetizers at our Restaurants
• Plus much, much more

 For reservations call 866.355.7111 today!

Call 866.580.7444 or visit
LDLCASINO.COM

See L’Club
SM

 for details.

LDL_1876_L3_TimesSWLA_AD.indd    1 10/13/06    10:13:22 AM

Another
Success Story...

TheLasting
Look

The Times of Southwest Louisiana has been
the perfect advertising vehicle in growing my
business. Their readers are my customers!

— Tina Blanchard, The Lasting Look

The Information Age has produced
extensive benefits for society.  We can
now shop online for everything from
groceries to insurance policies.
Students can instantly access a wealth
of information that used to take weeks
to find in the library, and banking is eas-
ier than ever.  Unfortunately, criminals
continue to find new ways to leverage
technology, such as hacking into online
databases and phishing in an effort to
commit identity theft.   

Chances are good that either you or
someone you know has fallen victim to
what is now the fastest growing crime
in America.  The Javelin 2006 Identity
Fraud Survey Report estimates that 28.3
million, or around 13 percent of adults
in the U.S., have been targeted by iden-
tity thieves in the last three years.  

The National Crime Prevention
Council deems the problem so signifi-
cant that the focus of its Crime
Prevention Month this October is
"Crime Prevention in the Information
Age."  Its Web site www.ncpc.org offers
resources addressing identity theft and
how to prevent it.   You can also find
useful educational materials at the
Federal Trade Commission Web site,
www.ftc.gov, and Equifax's site at
www.equifax.com.

One of the most important steps you
can take to prevent identity theft is to
protect the valuable data that criminals
seek.  Here are some suggestions:

• Do not give out personal informa-
tion over the phone, through the mail, or
over the Internet unless you have initi-
ated the contact. Identity thieves will
pose as bank representatives, Internet
service providers, and even government

officials to get you to reveal identifying
information.

• Guard your Social Security num-
ber.  Ask to use other types of identifiers
when possible, and don't carry your
SSN card. Be sure to keep it in a secure
place.  Do not put your Social Security
number on your checks.

• Minimize the identification infor-
mation and the number of cards you
carry.  Take only what you will need.  

• Safeguard personal information in
your home, especially if you are having
service work done in your home,
employ outside help, or have a room-
mate.

• Protect your mail. Deposit outgo-
ing mail in post office collection boxes
or at your local post office. Promptly
remove mail from your mailbox after
it's delivered. If you plan to go away,
contact the U.S. Postal Service and
request a vacation hold.

• Shred all documents you are dis-
carding, including pre-approved credit
applications received in your name,
insurance forms, bank checks and state-
ments, and other financial information.  

You can also take advantage of some
high-tech ways to fight identity theft.
Consider monitoring your credit file for
potentially fraudulent activity by sign-
ing up for one of Equifax's Credit
Watch programs. Take steps to detect
identity theft early - which helps mini-
mize its impact - for only $4.95 a month
to $12.95 a month depending on the
features you select.  To learn more
about the tools Equifax offers to help
protect people from identity theft, log
on to www.equifax.com.

Defend Your Data, 
Protect Your Identity

Courtesy of ARA Content

[   L AW  &  O R D E R ]
[  C O M P U T E R  S A F E T Y  ]
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Office hours are 8:30am -4:30pm
Monday through Friday.
Call us at 337-721-3000,fax us at 337-721-3021
or e-mail us at rjcolejr@cppj.net.

Another
Success Story...

I want to take this opportunity to thank
The Times of Southwest Louisiana and my
Sales Executive for there professionalism.

They are concerned and have their
customers best interest in mind.

— Jim Price, Owner Jim Price Jewelers

October is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.  Nationally, advo-
cates for battered women, community
leaders, government officials, health-
care providers, congregations and con-
cerned citizens, participate in activities
and events to raise the national con-
science about domestic violence.  

Domestic violence is a problem of
epidemic proportions in this country
and in our community.  Nationally,
nearly one-third of American women
(31 percent) report being physically or
sexually abused by a husband or
boyfriend at some point in their lives,
according to a 1998 Commonwealth
Fund survey. On average, more than
three women are murdered by their hus-
bands or boyfriends in this country
every day.  Here in Calcasieu Parish and
parishes throughout the state of
Louisiana, women seek help at shelters
and call hotlines.  

Domestic violence touches every
one of us.  It fills emergency rooms and
morgues.  It keeps employees from
being able to work.  It makes children
fearful and interferes with their ability

to learn.  It contributes to crime on our
streets.  It destroys homes and families.
The statistics are staggering:

More than 4 million women are
beaten each year in America.

On average, more than three women

are murdered by their husbands or
boyfriends in this country every day.

The most dangerous time for a
woman is when she is trying to end the
abusive relationship or has left.

For women, homicide was the sec-

ond leading cause of death on the job in
2003.

The effect on children is devastating
and can lead to another generation of
perpetrators and victims.

Children who witness abuse are 50
times more likely to abuse alcohol and
drugs, and six times more likely to com-
mit suicide than other children.

Billions of dollars are spent annual-
ly on legal, health, and welfare services
as a result of domestic violence.

Domestic violence is everybody’s
business and we must all do our part to
end it.  Only by making a real commit-
ment to stop domestic violence can we
end this devastating problem. If you or
anyone you know is interested in how
you can take part in bringing awareness
during October, please call the Shelter
at 436-4552.

If you or someone you know is
being abused, let us help. Services are
free and confidential. Call Calcasieu
Women's Shelter at 436-4552 or
(1-800) 223-8066.

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
By Barbara D. Fuller — Calcasieu Women’s Shelter

[   L AW  &  O R D E R ]
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FREE 
Wax or Conditioning Treatment with any Cut or Color

869 Sam Houston Pkwy.

Lake Charles, LA 70611

Call for appointment

Tues - Fri 9-6 ~ Sat 9-2

1-866-43BANGZ

337-855-8510

NOW
OPEN!

Hair Color & 

Cutting Specialists

Sherry Verret
& Danielle Wyble

October is Crime Prevention Month
and Sheriff Mancuso joins the National
Crime Prevention Council in promoting
the message to citizens that it takes a
concerted effort of citizens, law
enforcement, the business community,
faith-based groups and all levels of gov-
ernment to prevent crime.  Sheriff
Mancuso said, "Without prevention
measures, crime escalates.  In fact, the
increase in gun crime, rising metham-
phetamine prices, and signs of increased
gang activity-all could foretell increased
crime problems."

Sheriff Tony Mancuso says,
"Prevention is the key when it comes to
getting a foothold on crime.  Citizen
involvement and partnership with local
law enforcement are the essential ele-
ments to deter crime."  The real story is
that prevention is working even though
there is cause for concern about increas-
es in violent gun crime.  

More than 23 million people were
victimized by personal and property
crimes in 2005, at a cost of more than
$425 billion a year.  That translates into
far more than the amount of the estimat-
ed costs of recovery from Hurricane
Katrina.  That data from the latest
National Crime Victimization Survey
numbers by the Bureau of Justice
Statistics tell one side of the story.  

With crime's costs of $1.2 billion a
day, crime robs us again by taking
money out of our pockets, increasing
fear for our safety and that of our fami-
lies.  Sheriff Mancuso points out,
"While crime is at an all time low, 23
million innocent people were still vic-

timized by some form of it last year.
Prevention is the key to lower crime,
whether it is cyber-crime, gun violence,
personal safety or protection of person-
al property."

"In commemorating October as
Crime Prevention Month,” Mancuso
said, “keep some of these safety tips in
mind year round to keep you and your
family safe."

• Organize neighborhood cleanup
days to send the message that your com-
munity is closed to thieves, vandals and
loiterers.

• Ask deputies to increase patrols of
your neighborhood.

• Sponsor a Neighborhood Watch
Program.

• Be sure the outside doors of your
home or business have strong deadbolt
locks.

• Keep spare keys with a trusted
neighbor or nearby shopkeeper, not
under a doormat or planter, on a ledge,
or in the mailbox.

• Lock gates, garage doors, and shed
doors after every use.

• Illuminate places an intruder might
hide: the spaces between trees or shrub-
bery, stairwells, alleys, hallways, and
entryways.

• Set timers on lights when you're
away from home or your business is
closed so it appears to be occupied.

• Keep your bike and sports equip-
ment inside the house when they're not
in use.

• Avoid confrontations with burglars.

Sheriff Mancuso Says,

"Crime Bites,
Bite Back"

October Is Crime Prevention Month

[   L AW  &  O R D E R ]

SPEND MINUTES,
NOT YEARS!

DIVORCE
CLINIC

Free Interviews

436-LAWS
Trade name of Christian D. Chesson, APLC
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A glowing apparition beckons from her rocking

chair in the middle of a marsh...a violent argu-

ment ends with a ghostly shot gun blast terrify-

ing a family… a lonely little girl leaves her grave

looking for playmates…coins left scattered on a

table top are neatly stacked by a fastidious pres-

ence…

What’s better than a really chilling ghost story on

a dark, cool autumn evening? We present seven

stories submitted by The Times readers for your

All Hallows Eve pleasure.  The fact that the

apparitions and manifestations printed here

really happened (and witnessed by many

through the years) makes it even scarier; does-

n’t it?  So gather around as darkness falls and

retell the stories of hauntings in southwest

Louisiana.  

EEnnjjooyy  yyoouurr  HHaalllloowweeeenn……

The Haunted House
on Sale Street
Submitted by Gary Shannon

Before you read this let me assure
you the only ghost in which I believe
is the Holy Ghost. Still, I have to
admit that I have no explanation for
the strange goings-on in a certain
house on Sale Road. In fact, if the
events had not happened to me, I’m
not sure I would believe a word of it.

My family moved into the house
in August of 1968, just before the
new school season began. To say the
least, being uprooted my senior year
of high school made me a bit

“touchy”. With the usual optimistic
attitude of the typical 17 year old, I
tried to make the move to Lake
Charles as smooth as possible for
everyone involved. In other words, I
was very surly and vaguely morose.

We had lived in the house on Sale
Road for about a week when my
mom asked me to, in the future, not
play my music quite so loud at night.
Normally, I would have taken this to
mean “turn that crap down”, but that
was my father’s saying and not at all
like mom. I informed her that I had
not been playing music at all the
night before. For the next several
days, mom would ask, “were you
playing music last night” to which I
would reply (with the attached eye

roll for good measure) “no”.
For the sake of brevity, we flash

forward several months. For some
reason I got a wild hair to exchange
rooms with my mom and dad. I
enlisted the help of the late Jim
Strean and without consulting my
parents, their room became mine and
vice versa. 

The first night in my new room
was filled with music. Not from my
stereo or radio. No, the music was
coming from my closet. I walked
slowly toward my closet to try and
understand what the little voice in the
closet was saying but the closer I got
to the door, the softer the music
became and when I touched the door
the music stopped. That couldn’t have

been a chill going down my spine, I
was 17. You know, ten feet tall and
bullet proof.

Funny how one gets used to things
like a singing closet. Sometimes the
music would be there and other times
I wouldn’t hear it for months. Just
when I got to the point where I con-
sidered the little voice part of my
world, the other voices showed up.
They didn’t sound friendly at all.

My mom heard the other voices
first. She didn’t ask if it was my radio
or stereo. She didn’t have to ask
because unless there was an album
called “Angry Men Having a Fight” it
couldn’t have possibly come from my
room. Mom described the voices as
very deep and very angry. The house
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developed a real sense of gloom and
other odd things began to happen.

Locked doors would suddenly be
standing wide open. Laughter would
emanate from the attic, there were
cold spots in the hall. One night the
sound of shattering glass sent us run-
ning to the guest room only to find no
broken glass anywhere in the house. 

I may be a skeptic when it comes
to haunting, but my old man made me
look like a full blown psychic net-
work kook. The old man didn’t buy a
bit of it. He never heard any of it
because he always seemed to be away
when things went bump in the night.
Even skeptics can experience the
unknown.

One night, as was their custom,
my folks turned in early for books
and crossword puzzles. They had
been happily reading away when sud-
denly they heard an argument outside
their window. It was two men, one of
whom had been wronged by the
other. There was a shouted threat fol-
lowed by the blast of a .12 gauge
shotgun. (I should explain that the old
man could identify the gauge of any
gun simply by the sound of the blast.
Looking back, the only two gauges he
ever mention were a 12 gauge shot
gun or a 30-.06.) Where was I??? Ah,
yes, the shotgun blast.

Well the old man throws on his
pants and runs outside. It was sum-
mer and while it was late (parental
late, not teen-ager late) it was not
quite dark. My dad saw the last thing
in the world he expected to see.
Nothing. Well, not exactly nothing.
There were two young boys in the
neighbor’s yard playing catch. They
didn’t seem to be playing catch with
a 12 gauge shotgun.  To make matters
worse, no other neighbors showed up
to investigate the noise. Dad never
had an explanation for what happened
that night. Actually, that’s not true.

He did offer up his usual summation
of, “it was nothing”. 

Over the years, doors would open
and close during the night. Invisible
voices would whisper or even sing in
the halls and once, just once, there
was a rather terrifying sound of panti-
ng and growling. 

I’ll never know what was going on
in that house. I’ve checked with two
people who have lived in the house
since and neither of them has experi-
enced so much as a creaking beam.
But starting in the summer of 1968
and up until the death of my mom in
1985, the house was full of scary,
wonderful noises. I actually got to the
point where I rather looked forward
to the next manifestation. Except the
panting and growling, that is.

The Ghost Who
Wanted To Play
Submitted by Hector San Miguel

My mom has said for a long time
she thinks our house may be haunted.
She has babysat my four kids for
many years and at night she said she
has heard strange noises time and
time again in our home. 

Our house was built in 1910. It’s
located close to the old Catholic
cemetery at the corner of Iris and
Common Streets. My mother was
babysitting one day when the kids
were off of school. She said she was
about to serve lunch to my kids when
she heard a knock at the front door.
There was a strange pale-looking girl
wearing a gray dress at the door. She
was barefoot and looked to be about
10 years old. She asked if there was a
little girl in the house and if so, could
she could come out to play.

My daughter was about the same
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age as the little girl. My mom told
the little girl that my daughter was
about to eat lunch and asked her to
come back in a little while. The little
girl just nodded and walked away
toward the cemetery. She never came
back. Later that day, when I came
home my mom told me about the lit-
tle girl. I told her that I had no idea
who she might be because there were
no families living on our street that
had a daughter fitting her description.
She never reappeared. Months later,
my mom took some of my visiting
cousins to the nearby cemetery.

She said they found a grave of a
ten year old girl named Anna Louise.
She was the only child of that age in
the cemetery. She died in the late
1800s. My mom is convinced that is
who came to visit our house that day.
She said we were visited by a ghost
looking for someone to play with.

The Rocking Ghost
of Johnson Bayou
A true story submitted by 
an anonymous story teller

I was with Cameron Parish
Mosquito Control for many years.
We sprayed for mosquitoes in all the
areas of the parish, including some
very remote and scary looking places
which, even before Rita, were scarce-
ly populated.

One such place is Smith Ridge on
the northern most part of Johnson's
Bayou. Actually, it's only a long nar-
row ridge that runs east and west
with a road down the middle of it.
There's a deep, salt marsh on the
south side and a couple of dozen
houses on the north side of the road.
It's so remote that when the sun goes
down in that area, it's as black as the
inside of an alligator in a tunnel!

Well, about 20 years ago, we
hired a young woman and on one of
her very first trips, we sent her out to
spray Johnson's Bayou one night.
She was doing fine and had sprayed
the more populated areas near the
school and just before midnight,
turned onto Smith Ridge. At this
time of the night, there is no traffic at
all; no lights on inside the few houses
in the area. You see nothing on the
roads other than alligators and a few
snakes.

As she slowly drove along spray-
ing at ten miles per hour, windows
rolled up and doors locked tight, she
glanced out into the marsh and was
frightened almost out of her skin.
There, seemingly suspended over the
marsh grass was a ghostly woman in
a rocking chair, rocking a baby and
beckoning to our driver. The driver

was so freaked out by this apparition
that she immediately quit spraying
and drove home as fast as she could.
She was still shaking when she told
us about it the next day.

Later we learned that this appari-
tion has been seen many other peo-
ple.  We were told that many years
ago a young woman who lived on
Smith Ridge had had her baby stolen
from her. She  grieved so much for
her child that she lost her mind. For
the rest of her life, all she did all day
long was rock a baby doll on her
front porch. It's said that her ghost
still haunts the area, sometimes
appearing in the marshes late at
night, still rocking her baby doll.

DeRidder’s 
Haunted Jail Hosts
Ghost Hunters
By J. Shirlene Cooper

A high pitched roof, deep wrap-
around porch and dark windows all
lend substance to a local belief in a
haunting of a building in DeRidder,
which once served as the Beauregard
Parish jail. Architecturally magnifi-
cent and literally resonating with an
aura of times gone by, the gothic-
style structure does stir a downright
uneasy feeling on chilly autumn
evenings.

But, haunted? Has anyone heard
unexplainable noises? Have reports
been made regarding strange lights?
How does one determine whether a
place is inhabited by phantoms,
ghouls, or banshees?

A modern day group of “ghost
busters,” are hoping to put the subject
to a test. Louisiana Spirits
Paranormal Investigations (LASPI)
has gained permission to spend one
night inside the old jail, which, in
1981, was placed on the National
Register of Historic Places. The
group wants to take a close look into
any otherworldly activity which
might be taking place there.

The request was first made in the
form of a letter to Beauregard
Tourism Commission director Lori
Veazy from Brad Duplechien, the
director and founder of LASPI.
Duplechien explained that the organi-
zation travels to places throughout
the state and conducts an in-depth
analysis of each site, including audio
and video recordings, as well as tem-
perature readings and electromagnet-
ic field base readings.

Investigations have been conduct-
ed in a number of privately owned
homes and businesses, as well as
famous public sites throughout
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Louisiana, including Oak Alley Plantation, the
Municipal Auditorium in Shreveport, the Bailey
Theater in Marksville, and City Hall in Pollock.

LAPSI member, Shelly Mills spoke before
the police jury recently about the group and its
interest in the old building. She said the organi-
zation, which has chapters across the state, had
become aware not only that the building, which
was constructed in 1914, has been deemed
haunted, but also of the former lockup’s rich his-
tory.

The jail, it seems, is a prime environment for
a ghost to potentially hang his or her spectral
hat, in that it holds a shadowy past. Within its
walls rest the images and sounds of a double
hanging- an execution which brought a finale to
the most gruesome murder in Southwest
Louisiana’s history at the time. 

The crime took place almost 80 years ago.
However, so shocking and so difficult to fathom
were the details, that the tale has been carried
forward through time via friend to friend and
family to family. Today it is real and still horri-
fying, even to those not nearly old enough to
have been there. 

It is a story of a crime trail that covered sev-
eral Louisiana parishes and two states. The
account involves the specifics of how two young
men, Joe Genna of DeRidder and Molton
Brasseaux of Sulphur, turned to robbery, car-
jacking and murder. It is also a tale of their
demise. 

On an otherwise normal Saturday night in
September of 1927, Genna and Brasseaux set
out to steal a car and get the heck out of Dodge

(or DeRidder, as the case was). Their intent, they
stated later, was to take the stolen car and pick
up two girls in Tullos, before heading off to
Texas.

Before the night was over, the plan took a
deadly turn.  According to the confessions of the
two men, they hired a taxi-driver by the name of
J.J. Brevelle to take them to a residence east of
town. Just before reaching their destination, they
asked Brevelle to pull over to the side of the
road, and when he did, they began to beat him
about the head. 

As Brevelle struggled, he begged the men,
“I’m dying boys. I’m through with. Let me go.
Take my money. Take my car or anything you
want.” The taxi driver’s cries were silenced. His
throat was slit and he was stabbed in the heart.
At that point, the murderers, moved the body to
the passenger side of the vehicle and proceeded
back through DeRidder, and to a point near
Pickering, where they dumped the body off a
bridge and into a small pond. Over the next few
days, the two continued to drive the stolen car,
even though the seats were covered with the
blood of their victim. Traveling through
DeRidder several more times, they made stops in
Sulphur, Leesville, Lake Charles, Alexandria,
and Tullos, before finally driving to a woody
area near the Texas state line and setting fire to
the vehicle.

The law eventually caught up with Genna
and Brasseaux in Orange, Texas. The men were
transported to DeRidder, where curious residents
turned out in great numbers to catch a glimpse.
Public attention never was as high as during the

A hanging gallows was built around this massive 
spiral staircase, inside the old Gothic Jail in DeRidder.
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individual trials. Each day, the court-
room was filled to capacity.

Declared “Guilty as Charged,” for
the murder of J.J. Brevelle, the men
were sentenced to die by hanging. An
execution date was set.

In the movies, the condemned
man watches from the window of his
cell as a gallows is constructed in the
town square. However, in the case of
Genna and Brasseaux, the gallows
was constructed within the walls of
the jail.

This in itself presented a chal-
lenge, due to the unique design of the
structure.

Once capable of accommodating
up to 13 prisoners, the building
included separate cells, which encir-
cled a magnificent spiral staircase
stretching up through the center of
the structure to the uppermost tower.
It was around this grand staircase that
workers constructed scaffolding.

March 9, 1928 marked the day of
execution. Just a few yards from the
jail, school children were attending
classes as usual. Some brave high
school students were said to have cut
class in order to get a view of the
proceedings from vantage points on
the school roof. Teachers tried to
keep younger students busy, but
lunchtime recess found all at the
schoolyard fence looking toward the
jail. 

A cloud of apprehension hung
low over the town. By 1:30 p.m., the
trap door had sprung twice. Genna
and Brasseaux had paid the ultimate
penalty for their crimes. 

Children on the school yard
watched as the bodies were brought
out and taken away. On moonless
nights, when the wind whispers
through the steel bars of the old jail,
perhaps there are sounds of footsteps,
as two young men make their way up
the scaffolding steps. In the silence of
midnight, does the trap door swing
free once again? Do metal bars on
empty cells slowly open and close of
their own accord? Can the last words
of two vicious young men echo off of
the thick walls in a building where
time stands still?

Through the use of high-tech
equipment and meticulous research,
plus a heaping helping of good old
fashioned courage, these are inquiries
that LASPI ghost hunters hope to
solve. Accompanied by at least one
police jury representative, the group
plans to enter the gothic prison and
explore the nooks and crannies, dur-
ing a full fledged investigation, some-
time in November. Cameras and tape
recorders in hand, members will doc-
ument strange noises, sudden move-
ments and other unexplained occur-
rences.

Although many scoff at the local
beliefs, some hope that the rumors
prove true. Perhaps, after all this
time, the old building will share her
secrets, and any of those lost spirits
may finally rest in peace.

Constructed in 1914, the former Beauregard Parish Jail was the scene 
of a double-hanging in 1928 and is believed by many to be haunted.

Haunting Historical
Lake Charles
By Adley Cormier

Local historian and storyteller, Adley
Cormier has collected and compiled
true tales of hauntings in Lake
Charles.  He generously gave us per-
mission to share his copy write ver-
sions for your Halloween enjoyment,
and they are edited slightly for space.

THE GREAT FIRE©
The city is on fire.  A dry April

breeze fans the embers of a trash fire in
an alley behind the Williams Opera
House on Ryan and North Court Streets.
It is 1910 in Lake Charles. The church
bells call out to the faithful but then con-
tinue to ring and clang the alarm.

The city is on fire! Families run into
the street to see the billowing smoke.
The crackle of burning heart pine sends
sparks into the air. City Hall, the
Catholic Church, the stores and the
offices on Ryan, Pujo, Kirby and Bilbo
are on fire!  The firemen struggle with
steam fire engines to pump water from
the lake to the blaze.   

The sheriff evacuates the jail, and
sends out deputies and even prisoners to
help fight the fire. Wagons and carriages
rattle one way and other, and the occa-
sional newfangled automobile, moving
people and merchandise, bundles of
clothing and belongings to places of
safety. The fire is over and the city will
rebuild.  

Twenty blocks are gone.  Lost are
the Courthouse, the city hall, the church-
es, offices and businesses, and the parish
jail. The sheriff has to find quarters for
the prisoners. The prisoners are shackled
to each other and hauled by wagon to
the Reid family home on Ford and Pine
Streets.

At the Reid house the prisoners are
led up the two long flights of stairs to
the attic. Except for one prisoner with
thoughts of escape.  A few nights after
the ashes cooled, in the dead of night,
the sound is sharp of breaking glass, a

long frightened wail, and then silence.
That prisoner crashed through a gable
window, thinking that he could make it
to the porch roof.  He didn’t.  He
escaped the fire, but could not escape
from the attic of the Reid household.
Even today, 95 years later, the sound of
breaking glass and the eerie echoes of
the lost prisoner’s final wails are heard
in the neighborhood.

THE IDEAL SOLUTION©
It is the first quarter of the last centu-

ry.  The Rigmaiden Hotel needed a new
Maitre-d to manage the nickels and
dimes and dollars of this expanding
trade. The hotel manager has a cousin in
Germany, a good and educated cousin,
an English-speaking cousin who, like
many Europeans at that time, seeks s a
better life in America but has limited
money for passage and for setting up a
career. 

The manager’s wife knows of a
maiden lady in her sewing circle. A
maiden lady, who has recently come into
a goodly amount money from her father
and brother, and things being what they
are, a maiden lady who was entertaining
the idea of a husband.  

The manager and the manager’s wife
realize that their two concerns might just
be addressed by the same response. An
ideal solution is proposed to the maiden
lady.  A photograph of the cousin is pro-
duced and is deemed acceptable.  The
letters to and fro are light, witty, solici-
tous, and speak of future domestic bliss.  

The offer of work from the
Rigmaiden, paid passage to America,
and the return offer of marriage are
almost simultaneously accepted, and the
German cousin crosses the great ocean,
lands in New Orleans, and takes the
train to Lake Charles to meet his future.

The union is consummated, the work
as Maitre d’ is good—the money is
counted, good American money, solid
coins-- the marriage is deemed success-
ful. For the Manager and his wife, there
is great satisfaction in having concluded
a successful match.

Many years later, the once-maiden
lady falls ill and dies. Lamented she is.

Aftermath of the 1910 Fire
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The German cousin, her husband, is dis-
traught, but these things do happen.
After a respectable mourning, the
German cousin requests information
about his late wife’s property—surely
she provided for the bulk of her estate to
be his—but ah ha, she has not!  

The house they lived in, a house in
Baptist Meadows is not his but his late
wife’s sister’s he discovers. As a protec-
tion against being fleeced, the maiden
lady, just before the marriage so many
years back, transferred the bulk of her
wealth to her sister in Orange, Texas and
never took it back.  She had made codi-
cil to the transfer that the German hus-
band could live out the rest of his days
in the Baptist Meadows house, but oth-
erwise the poor man could not benefit
from what he thought was his wife’s
estate.

He became bitter, almost a recluse.
He planted camphor trees around the
property to hide his dishonor and dis-
courage the odd solicitor or door-to-door
salesman. He yelled at kids who tried to
cross “his” yard when cutting across to
get to Landry School, or on their way to
Lock Park.  He lived on his pension
from the Rigmaiden. He spoke with his
neighbors less and less, and the neigh-
bors reported that increasingly, he spent
his time doing what he had done for
years and years for the Rigmaiden
Hotel.  He stacked coins.  And restacked
them. Once he died the house returned

to his late wife’s heirs, and it was sold a
number of times.  

Subsequent owners of the house
reported that from time to time coins
placed on dressers or tables randomly
would reassemble themselves into stacks
of quarters, nickels, dimes the next
morning.  One owner was so concerned
about the stacking of coinage, that for
years and years, he carried coins in a
coin purse to avoid the occasions of
restacking.

GHOST MEDLEY©
The common lore of this corner of

the Bayou State includes examples of
mischievous, unusual, funny-odd, or
downright spooky goings-on, some of
which defy any sort of rational or scien-
tific explanation.  

The feu-follet, the mysterious
swamp or marshland lights that feature
prominently in Cajun lore are, often
associated with the lost or missing.  Feu
follet is reported as luminous yellow,
green or blue green balls of light.  Feu-
follet will sometimes be observed to
move up and down or side to side.   

Feu-follet sightings are relatively
common, as these things go, but almost
always they are related to refraction or
reflection of light through various humid
or hazy atmospheric conditions.  Some
scientists credit the phenomena to
swamp gas.

There are several feu follet sightings

a year in southwest Louisiana, particu-
larly in cemeteries. Lebleu Cemetery
often reports feu follet sightings, espe-
cially after recent interments; I can only
suggest that the Lebleu ghosts are wel-
coming-in new tenants.  The “feu-follet”
is the ghostly equivalent of “leaving a
light on.”

On Iris Street, Old Catholic
Cemetery’s feu follet sightings are
sometimes attributed to the ghosts of the
donor’s wife and children who are
buried there.  The most ancient of the
cemeteries in the city, Sallier and Bilbo
have occasional reports of mysterious
lights, although in the case of Bilbo
Cemetery.

Bilbo Cemetery was also the loca-
tion of the very early Atkinson
Cantonment, which housed a small con-
tingent of US troops at the very begin-
ning of the 1830’s.  There are stories the
“mumbles and grumbles of soldiers
cleaning guns” long after the canton-
ment was abandoned. 

One of the several homes built for
the pioneer Bel Family has a rather
spritely spirit tradition -- the Bel Porch
Ghost causes the rocking chairs to move
as though occupied even on perfectly
still days. While the arms of the rockers
are always clean—apparently where the
ghost rests his or her arms -- the seat of
the rocker gets dusty. 

The Sallier Oak (on the grounds of
the Imperial Calcasieu Museum) has

occasional feu-follet sightings related to
two children who fell and died while
playing on its massive branches.

And many lost landmarks had ghost
stories of their own. The renown magi-
cian and escape artist Harry Houdini,
had a trap door cut into stage floor of
the Arcade Theatre and had a secret
knock to alert his assistant below stage.
In the waning years before the Arcade
was finally closed, occasionally that
secret knock was heard, sometimes dur-
ing actual stage performances. 

Over on Kirby Street, across from
Central School, the now demolished
Fontenot house, designed to resemble
Rudolf Valentino’s Hollywood bunga-
low, served as a youth center.  The dra-
matically unusual house had secret pas-
sages and sliding doors under its distinc-
tive eaves.  A variety of ghostly appari-
tions was experienced mostly by the
youth of the area, perhaps under the
influence of other types of spirits.

On Pujo Street where it meets Ryan
Street, was the hulking mass of the dark
brick Calcasieu State Bank. The upper
floors hosted a variety of medical offices
when doctors and dentists had offices
downtown.  In its last sad years, the
sound of foot powered dental-drills were
occasionally heard by downtown shop-
pers and pedestrians long after the health
professionals moved to other areas.
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Lauren and Phil de Albuquerque, moved from

Massachusetts to run the Eddy House Bed &

Breakfast in Lake Charles. Although the Eddy

House is reportedly inhabited by a permanent

ghostly resident, Lauren says the mild-man-

nered southern spirit can’t compare to their

Yankee haunting.  She offers this tale of true

hauntings from their B&B up north.

This Old 
Haunted House 
in Massachusetts
Submitted by Lauren de Albuquerque

My husband Phil and I owned a
26-room Victorian Italianate house
built in the 1850s for the first mayor
of Taunton, a city in southeastern
Massachusetts. We fell in love with it
the moment we laid eyes on it. I
stood on the front porch while Phil
and the realtor walked around the
grounds. I heard a woman humming
from somewhere inside the house.
The humming was very hypnotic—it
almost put me in a trance. 

A few minutes later the owner’s
daughter, Melanie, and her little boys
showed up. It became clear as we
walked through the house that no one
was inside. I mentioned that I had
heard a woman humming as I waited
on the porch, and Melanie said that
was probably her mother. Her mother
always hummed. Her mother? I had
understood that her father was a
widow. He is, she said—her mother
had died, in the house, four years ear-
lier. Okay… Melanie’s little boy
looked up at me and said, “You

know, this house is haunted.” The
realtor was ready to have a heart
attack, figuring he’d lost the sale, but
as far as we were concerned, the
more haunted, the better! It just
added to the charm of this fabulous
old house.

Melanie and her sisters had seen
various spirits around the house when
they were growing up—a woman in a
white cap that they called “the
Governess,” and two children, a boy
and girl, who would be seen playing
in the back yard or at the bottom of
the stairs. And she pointed out a clos-
et in one of the bedrooms where they
would often hear unexplainable
sounds. We made that room our guest
room, and that closet was a busy little
place. We would often hear bumps
and thumps coming from it, but when
we opened the door, nothing was
there. One night there was a huge
racket going on in there, like some-
one was playing the drums. When we
opened the door, it didn’t stop. I
think it went on for hours that night.

If that wasn’t bizarre enough, I
would sometimes walk into the guest
room and clearly see the imprint of a
body on what had been a neatly
made-up bed--as if someone had
taken a nap right there on top of the
quilt and had just gotten up. And the

white lace pillow shams would be in
disarray.  

Melanie’s mother, Marilyn, was
from England, and she made her
presence known very soon after we
moved in. I had spent one afternoon
dusting and polishing the oak shelves
of the built-in china closet in the din-
ing room. The next morning I
unpacked my china and started put-
ting it on the shelves. I was surprised
to see a penny right in the middle of
the bottom shelf, where I couldn’t
possibly miss it. I had done a very
thorough job of cleaning the day
before, and trust me, there was noth-
ing on any of the shelves. I asked
Phil if he had put it there, but he had-
n’t even been in the dining room. I
picked it up and looked at it more
closely, and realized it wasn’t a
penny at all—it was a shilling--an
English coin.

About a week later, we bought a
washer and dryer and installed them
in the cellar. The cellar consisted of
seven rooms, some with dirt floors,
and an old hearth where the first
kitchen probably was situated. It was
another world down there! Well, I did
my first load of laundry, and as I was
transferring the clothes from the
washer to the dryer, I heard a clank-
ing sound in the washing machine. I

reached in and found—a tuppence!
Remember, this was a new washer
and dryer that we brought into the
home, not one left by the previous
owner. So I think it was pretty clear
that Marilyn was keeping an eye on
us!

Getting back to the cellar, it was
dark and cold and creepy-looking,
but the energy was wonderful down
there, peaceful and happy. When a
friend of ours who’s pretty psychic
entered the cellar for the first time, he
said he felt that children played
games down there in years gone by,
and he was amazed that such a
gloomy place could have such good
energy. Long after his visit, we dis-
covered children’s names scrawled
on the walls in one of the back
rooms, with numbers underneath
them, which looked like they could
be scores from some type of game!

One summer afternoon, Phil, our
dog Rhiannon and I were sitting
under the apple trees in our yard,
enjoying a cup of tea. It was very
quiet. There was no one around.
Suddenly we heard a long, drawn-out
“Hellloo!” right over our heads. All
of us, including the dog, jumped out
of our skin!
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... for
your
homegrown
home loan.

•FREE pre-approvals

•Applications taken by phone, 
online or by appointment

•Available after hours
and open Saturdays

•Bankruptcies & 
damaged credit

•First time buyer programs

•Rural development, 
FHA & VA programs

•New construction and
home repair loans

• No money down programs

337.310.HOME
(4663)

217 W. Prien Lake Rd.,
Lake Charles

www.swlahome.com

Now
Open!

Sulphur
New location in

337.533.TORS
(8677)

224 Cities Service Hwy.

337.533.TORS
(8677)

Sulphur

Now
Open!

224 Cities Service Hwy.

Whistle Stop

“Best Friends” Fun Dog Show
October 28, 2006 11:30 AM

Lake Charles, Civic Center

Sponsored By
American Press - Certainteed - Citgo - Cormie’s Pet Wash - First Federal Bank

All Star Pontiac GMC Trucks - Sasol North America - Sheriff Tony Mancuso
Team Citgo - Todd Melton, Attorney at Law - The Attic Vault

Pedigree is NOT the POINT At this FUN DOG SHOW.
Mom, Dad, and Kids Work Together with the Family Pooch To Compete for over 300 Trophies, Prizes and Rosettes.

FREE T-Shirts To All Human Participants!

Entry Form
“BEST FRIENDS” DOG SHOW

Release & Indemnity Agreement - Please Read Carefully

In consideration of being permitted to participate in The Whistle Stop “Best Friends” Fun Dog Show, I acknowledge that I assume full responsibility for my safety and the safe-
ty of my pet.  I further understand that I am participating in The Whistle Stop “Best Friends” Fun Dog Show at my own risk and I agree to release, waive, and hold harmless
The Whistle Stop, its officers, directors, agents, legal representatives, volunteers, members, servants, and each of them (hereinafter referred to as “Releases”) from any and
all liability to me, my spouse, legal representative and/or heirs and assigns, for any and all loss, personal injury or damage, and any claim or damages resulting there on account
of injury to my person or property, whether caused by the negligence of Releases or otherwise while participating in The Whistle Stop “Best Friends” Fun Dog Show.  I agree
that this release, waiver, and indemnity agreement is intended to be as broad and inclusive as permitted by the laws of the State of Louisiana, and that if any portion hereof is
later found to be invalid or unenforceable, it is agreed that the balance of this agreement shall notwithstanding, continue in full legal force and effect.  I understand that The
Whistle Stop has the right to refuse any entry and to limit the number of contestants.

PET’S NAME NAME OF RESPONSIBLE PARTY

ADDRESS CITY STATE/ZIP

PHONE                                                                                     

SIGNATURE OF RESPONSIBLE PARTY DATE                                      

RABIES CERT. FROM VET ATTACHED: Yes         No            OR TAG NO.

Class #10 - If you have entered this class, please tell us about the facts and circumstances surrounding the 
rescue of this pet on a separate piece of paper.
To nominate a dog for a special HERO award, please tell us the story of your special HERO nominee on 
a separate sheet of paper.

Form of Payment: Check enclosed in the amount of ___________________ OR        
Please charge to my Amex/Master Card/Visa amount of    __________________
Card # ____________________________________   Exp. _________________               
Signature of Cardholder _____________________________________________                                                      

For more information on complete class descriptions, brochures are 
available at the following locations:
Gordon Drug Store, Misha’s, Planet Pets and all local Veterinarians
Or call the Whistle Stop
Telephone:  562-2344 • Fax:  562-2144
Mail entries to  Whistle Stop
1518 18th Street, Lake Charles, LA  70601

1. A Salute to the Red, White & Blue & the Troops
2. Most Unusual Ears
3. Most Outstanding Weiner Dog
4. Best Veteran (Dog 7 years or Older) 
5. Mardi Gras
6. Most Adorable

7. Couch Potato
8. Terrific Pet Trick
9. Marilyn Monroe Look-A-Like
10. Best Rescued Dog
11. Best Halloween Character
12. Best Tail Wag

13. Most Pampered Pet
14. Mysterious Heritage
15. LSU/McNeese Fan
16. Truck Dog
17. Most Beautiful Eyes
18. Fancy DressE

V
E

N
T

S

Rules
Youth Handlers are 17 years of age and under and
are judged separately in each class. All dogs must
be at least 6 months old. Dogs and exhibitors must
behave as good citizens. Dogs known to have bad
manners should not attend. No female dogs in sea-
son, please. All pets must have proof of current
vaccinations. Pets must keep their owners on
leashes at all times.

Please Note: The Entry Fee is $25.00. You may
enter up to 6 classes for the $25.00 Entry Fee.
Each additional class is $6.00 each.
Example: If you enter 3 classes, the Entry fee is
$25.00. If you enter 6 classes, the Entry Fee is
$25.00. If you enter 7 classes your Entry Fee is
$25.00 plus $6.00 for a total of $31.00.

Class # & Name                 Handler over 17 Yes or No                  Name of Handler
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Lawn care definitely changes as the weather
begins to cool, and by October the growth of
warm-season grasses like St. Augustine, cen-
tipede, Bermuda and zoysia begins to slow
down. Now is not a good time to do anything
that would disrupt or damage the turf – such as
filling, aerification or dethatching. 

Although we won’t have to mow as often,
continue to mow regularly to maintain proper
height and make sure your mower blades are
still sharp. By mid- to late November or
December, most warm-season grasses will be
completely or partially dormant – although St.
Augustine may not go completely dormant dur-
ing mild South Louisiana winters. This dor-
mancy is important to their ability to survive
potentially severe freezes during winter. 

Applying any fertilizers high in nitrogen
(the first number in the three numbers that
appear on the package, such as 27-3-3) now
would stimulate lush fall growth and make the
grass more susceptible to cold injury this win-
ter. In the case of St. Augustine, it also would
make the grass more susceptible to attack from
the fungus disease called brown patch during
mild fall weather.

Although you don’t want to use fertilizers
high in nitrogen, lawns may be fertilized with
winterizers that contain a high percentage of
potassium. The first number in the analysis of
these fertilizers, which represents the percent-
age of nitrogen, should be zero or very small.
The third number, which is the percentage of
potash in the fertilizer, should be the highest –
as in 0-0-20 for instance. You may see winter-
izers available with substantial amounts of
nitrogen in them. Do not purchase and use
these! They are not suitable for our area. Of
course, unless your soil is very low in potassi-
um, the use of winterizers generally is optional
anyway.  

Another thing you may want to get a jump
on this time of year are the weeds. Cool-season
weeds can be a nuisance in lawns. In most
cases, mowing a few times during the winter
and early spring tends to keep many weeds
under control without the use of herbicides. But
for those of you who are more particular about
the way the lawn looks – or if you have had
especially bad weed problems in past winter
and spring seasons – now is the time to start

control efforts. The application of a pre-emer-
gence herbicide (weed preventer) now will kill
the germinating weed seeds before they come
up. These herbicides prevent weed growth for
several months and usually last through spring. 

Just remember not to use these materials if
you plan to overseed your lawn with rye. Lawn
weed killers may be sprayed on the lawn to
control late-summer broadleaf weeds actively
growing in the lawn now. There are many suit-
able formulations available which kill a wide
range of weeds with a single product. Read the
label directions carefully and make sure that
the product you choose is appropriate to use on
the type of lawn grass you have. And since it’s
too late to fertilize, the use of weed-and-feed
herbicide and fertilizer combinations is not rec-
ommended.

Insect and disease problems also occur to
lawns this time of year. Brown patch is the dis-
ease most common later as the weather cools,
especially on St. Augustine. This fungus gener-
ally is most active in October, November and
even early December in South Louisiana, espe-
cially during rainy periods. Areas of grass
affected by brown patch can have a yellowish
or orange cast that then turns tan or brown.
Spread can be rapid. Fortunately, the grass
often recovers in the spring, but the disease
also can kill the grass. If you decide to treat,
fungicides labeled to control lawn diseases are
available at your local nursery.

Another pest currently active, especially

when hot, dry weather lingers into late
September and October, is the chinch bug.
These ant-sized insects feed by sucking the sap
from the grass, causing it to dry out and die.
Look closely at the blades of grass in the
affected dead areas and see if they look rolled
up lengthwise. Since chinch bugs kill the grass,
prompt treatment is important to minimize the
damage. A variety of lawn insecticides labeled
to control chinch bugs are available wherever
garden pesticides are sold.

If you are planning to lay new sod, do so as
soon as possible. You need to have the newly
laid sod down in time for it to grow roots and
become established before the weather cools
off too much.  Rye can be used to overseed
existing lawns in October or November to
extend the green color of the lawn through the
winter. Remember that this also extends your
lawn mowing season. Annual rye or perennial
rye are available, as well as blends containing
perennial rye with bluegrasses and fescues.
Annual rye is most commonly available and is
suitable for most situations. Perennial rye and
blends produce the higher-quality turf, but the
seed is more expensive. Both types die when
the weather gets hot and must be replanted
every year.

As the weather cools down and we don’t
have to mow so often, we will all be happy. But
don’t let that change prevent you from paying
attention to other things that your lawn may
need over the next few months.

Autumn Means 
Less Mowing
AS LAWNS 
REST
By Dan Gill
LSU AgCenter Horticulturist
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Homeowners in South Louisiana who are
rebuilding after last year’s hurricane have oppor-
tunities to add more termite protection to their
homes, according to experts with the LSU
AgCenter. Raising homes on piers offers several
benefits, said LSU AgCenter entomologist Dr.
Gregg Henderson.  “Piers help homeowners be
aware of termite activity,” Henderson said.
“Because the building is off the ground, you can
see their shelter tubes very easily.”

Both Formosan subterranean termites and
native subterranean termites live in nests in the
ground. In order to infest wood in a building,
they have to move from the soil into the structure
through shelter tubes that protect them from
exposure to daylight and other elements.
Because Formosan termites also can build nest
structures in other places if they have wood and
moisture available, they are able to survive with-
out returning to the soil, Henderson said.

To infest a raised structure, the termites must
travel up or through the piers or any other objects
connecting the building with the ground, accord-
ing to LSU AgCenter entomologists. Since the
underside of a structure built on piers can be
completely accessible for inspection, termite

shelter tubes can be visible and detected before
serious damage has occurred, the experts say.
Henderson said piers made of concrete blocks
should be capped by solid concrete or a metal
shield to prevent termites from moving from the
ground into the building without being seen.
Termites can move undetected through the spaces
on the inside of concrete block or masonry piers,
and experts advise even solid concrete piers
should be capped.

The LSU AgCenter’s termite experts said
wooden posts treated with creosote can be effec-
tive in holding off termites, but eventually the
critters could find their way through the insides
of the posts. That means such posts should be
capped, too, Henderson said. “Caps don’t prevent
termites from entering a house,” Henderson said.
“But the caps cause the termites to expose their
shelter tubes for visual identification when they
try to get into a building.”

Piers in wind zones also need hurricane strap-
ping or other connections, said Dr. Claudette
Reichel, LSU AgCenter housing expert. “Termite
shields of solid metal flashing or stainless steel
mesh capping the entire pier and extending
beyond it all around are needed to force termites

to reveal themselves,” Reichel said. “But these
shields should be of a compatible metal with any
metal connectors that contact it.”

Hurricane straps or connectors may need to
penetrate the termite shield, which can create a
hidden termite entry point, Reichel said. That
means any holes need to be properly sealed with
a suitable epoxy. “This may be easier with a steel
mesh termite shield than rigid metal flashing,”
she said.  Reichel said another issue is the corro-
siveness of copper-treated materials. “Any metal
connectors, termite shields and fasteners should
be either double-hot dipped galvanized or stain-
less steel.”

Henderson warned that infestations of pier
houses can be traced to only a few common entry
points in addition to the piers. Any wood-to-
ground contact provides an entry point for ter-
mites, he said. And any discarded wood or other
cellulose products left under the building follow-
ing construction can provide food for termites, as
well.  Other entry points include sewage lines,
electric conduits and other lines in contact with
both the house and the soil, Henderson added.
These should be treated and inspected.

Rebuilding Homes Provides Opportunities
FOR TERMITE PROTECTION
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Commercial
Industrial
Residential
Family-Owned
Insured & Bonded

3032 Common Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
337-433-0880
337-215-5287

The Jennings Municipal Airport was
the setting for the 28th annual Stearman
Fly-in.  Over 38 aircraft from all over
the nation participated in the event. The
size of the local fly-in is second only to
a national fly-in in Illinois, where over
130 to 140 aircraft participate.

“I bought an airplane in 1976 and
refurbished it,” said Willard Duke,
Director of the Stearman fly-in.  “A real
pro named Glenn Parker, Sr. helped me
with it and when we finished with it two
years later, I brought it to Jennings,” he
said.  The project was a dream come
true for both of them in that Duke got to
work on the plane and Parker got to fly
it.  The end result was the beginning of
the Stearman Fly-in in Jennings.

“1978 was the year we began the
event, and we had a total of six aircraft
participate that year.  We’ve had an
event every year except three because of
hurricanes, with last year no exception,”
said Duke.  The record for the most par-
ticipants was back in 1981 with 67
planes participating.  “It was quite a
sight,” he commented.  

Pete and Camille Smart have been
coming to the event for 14 years.  “We
go to three fly-ins a year, and the
Jennings event is always the highlight”
said Pete.  “The Cajun music, Cajun
food, good people and a great time just
make it a very fun event to come to.”

The Smarts flew from Locus Groove
Georgia in their N2-S3 Navy trainer
built in 1943 by the Boeing Corporation.
“Boeing bought the company from
Stearman just before America’s involve-
ment in the war, but is still called a
Stearman,” Smart stated.  It was a World
War II trainer with most of its time spent
at Bunker Hill Air Force Base.

Over 10,000 were built, and there are
around 1,000 of the N2-S3’s running
today.  They used this particular model
for crop dusting for many years, so parts
remained available.

“The Holiday Inn being right next to
the Jennings Air Port is a big plus,” said
Duke.  “All of the participants just land
their airplane, taxi to their positions, get
out and walk into their rooms.”

Skies Were Alive 

Over Jennings at the

Stearman Fly-In

Pete and Camille Smart have attended every Stearman Fly-in for 14 years. 
They flew from Locus Groove, Georgia in their N2-S3 Navy trainer built in 1943.
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HAUNTED HOUSE AT CPSO, OCTOBER 27 — 
The Calcasieu Parish Sheriff’s Office Correctional Center is hosting a “Haunted

House” on Friday, October 27 from 9:30 AM to noon, and from 1:30 PM to 9 PM.
The Haunted House is at the Administration Section of the CCC, 5410 E. Broad
St., behind the CPSO Administration Building.  Bring your sack to trick or treat
around the building. The Haunted House is free and open to the public, no reserva-
tions required, however very young children are discouraged from attending due to
the daunting nature of the event. Schedule your middle school class for a
field trip! Middle schools are invited to take field trips to the Haunted House, and
deputies will also provide them with a tour of the jail facility.  To schedule a class
field trip, please call the Warden’s Office at 491-3805.  .

OCTOBER FUN CONTINUES AT THE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM —
Saturday, October 21: Chemistry Day.  Monday, October 23 - Tuesday,

October 31: Fall Festival —  Enjoy games all week like ring toss, bean bag toss
and the pumpkin guessing game.  Saturday, October 28: Haunting Halloween —
Costume Parade at 11 AM, Face painting, Spooky Shadow Room and special art
activity in the ArtSpace- Ghost Windsocks.

THE EMPEROR’S NEW CLOTHES, WESTLAKE HIGH SCHOOL, OCTOBER 19 —
The Westlake High School Theatre Department presents “The Emperor’s New

Clothes,” a clever telling of the popular Hans Christian Anderson fable about the
pitfalls of vanity and greed. The
show begins at 7 PM  at the
Children’s Theatre Company, 809
Kirby Street. For more informa-
tion, call 433-7323. 

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS AT THE IMPERIAL CALCASIEU MUSEUM,
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19 —

5:30 PM to 7:30 PM. Hosts are the Imperial Calcasieu Museum and The
Times of Southwest Louisiana. Admission to the Business After Hours is $1 and
one business card. Complimentary hors d’oeuvres and beverages will be provided.
All area business people are welcome — Chamber members and non-chamber
members. Because of the nature of this function, prior reservations are request-
ed. Call The ChamberSWLA at (337) 433-3632.

ELVIS FOR AUTISM, THE BRICK HOUSE, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21 —
John Ieyoub, nationally recognized Elvis tribute artist, will be in concert at the

Brick House, 417 Ann Street, Saturday, October 21.  Autism Services of
Southwest Louisiana, Inc. is sponsoring the fundraiser to help build the first group
home in Lake Charles for adults with autism. Doors open at 6:30 for cash bar,
buffet, silent auction, concert and dancing. Corporate donors will be
seated at reserved tables.  Other seating is open auditorium
seating.  Tickets are $100 per person and may be
purchased by calling 433-5662. 

DRACULA DONATES BLOOD TO
LIFESHARE NOVEMBER 5 — 

Dracula, directed by Joseph Frazier, opens
at the Lake Charles Little Theatre just in time for
Halloween thrills, Saturday, October 28, with a
special Midnight Halloween performance October
31. Costumes are encouraged at the premiere
and Halloween night.  Life Shares Bloodmobile
will conduct a blood drive at the Theatre,
Sunday, November 5 from 10:30 AM to 2
PM.  Blood donors will receive free tickets to the
play. Dracula is one of the great mystery thrillers.
Lucy Seward, whose father is in charge of a sanitori-
um, has been attacked by a mysterious illness. Dr.
Van Helsing believes the girl is the victim of a vam-
pire — a certain Count Dracula, who is at last laid to
rest in a striking and novel manner. Whitney Bellow
plays Dracula, the Transylvanian Count.  Tommy Curtis
is Dr. Van Helsing.  Chris Bello is Dr. Seward. Kassie
Coltrin is Lucy Seward, and Jeff Cramer is John
Harker, Lucy’s fiancé.  Michelle Broussard is Regina M.
Renfield, a sanitorium patient. Clint Comeaux is
Barnaby Butterworth. Jo Ann Hanks is Agatha Wells, the
maid. Dracula will be run Thursday thru Sunday, Oct 28 through Nov 12. For tickets
visit http://thelclt.com, email info@thelclt.com , or call 433-7988.  

“BEST FRIENDS FUN DOG SHOW,” SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28TH —
The third annual Whistle Stop Best Friends Fun Dog Show is 11:30 AM,

Saturday, October 28, at the Lake Charles Civic Center Ground. Registration fee is
$25 to enter your canine companion in up to six classes. Over 270 rosette rib-
bons will be awarded to participating pooches. Humans receive a tee-shirt. Join
the fun!  LAPAW and the Calcasieu Animal Shelter will be on hand with foster pets
for good families to adopt. All proceeds benefit The Whistle Stop, a supervised
visitation and exchange center for children. For more information call 337-562-
2344 or 337-562-2144.

pickspicks
t i m e s

the best in lake area entertainment

Catch Times Picks and the Shadow report at the KPLC TV blogspot,
“Times A & E” at http://kplctv.com and click on “KPLC Blogs”
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the best in lake area entertainment

ROUGE ET BLANC TOASTS BANNERS SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28 —
Rouge et Blanc, the first major wine and food event in Lake Charles, will be

Saturday, October 28, from 3 to 7 PM in the courtyard of the historic Calcasieu
Marine Bank at 844 Ryan St. Tickets are $50 per person, available at Spain’s Gifts
and Gourmet Baskets, 411 West College St., Lake Charles, and can be ordered
by calling (337) 475-5123. More information is available at www.rougeet-
blanc2006.com.

TAKING CARE OF YOUR VOICE,” WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25 —
A free vocal health session is offered to all musicians Wednesday, October 25,

from 6 PM to 7:30 PM , at the Arts and Humanities Council of Southwest
Louisiana, Central School, 809 Kirby St., Lake Charles. Presenter, Mary Lobdell,
PhD, CCC-SLP will teach musicians vocal exercises and hygiene during this interac-
tive session. Door prizes will be given and food will be available. Musicians are
encouraged to come learn how to take care of their voice and exchange ideas and
thoughts with each other.  The vocal health session is sponsored by Healthcare for
Musicians, Lobdell Speech Language and the Arts and Humanities Council of
Southwest Louisiana. Healthcare for Musicians is non-profit initiative of the
Southwest Louisiana Area Health Education Center, AmeriCorps and the New
Orleans Musicians Clinic. For more contact H4M at (337) 988-1583. 

BAYOU BELL CHOIR, “MEDIEVAL AND MORE” SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 29 —
Jubilee Center, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 1700 Maplewood Drive, Sulphur,

at 3:30.  “Medieval and More” concert repertoire will include selections based on

songs known to have existed in the Medieval/Renaissance period, as well as tran-
scriptions of modern and classical pieces. The hour-long concert will begin at 3:30
and a reception will follow. Free admission. The Bayou Bell Choir, a community
handbell ensemble under the direction of Bruce Allured, is made up of twelve
ringers performing on a five octave set of Schulmerich handbells provided by the
First United Methodist Church of Lake Charles. This 61 bell set is augmented by
the use of the five and one-half octave Lee Edward Allured Memorial Chimes.
These volunteers exhibit remarkable musicianship in making the separate pitches
of their bells sound as though only one instrumentalist is playing.  

KAYAK LESSONS OCTOBER 27 – 29 —
Local instructor Oleg Bohomel is teaching a Beginners 1 class in Kayaking Oct

20, 21 and 22. Friday Oct 20 classroom will be at 5:30 PM at Ship to Shore,
4313 Lake St. Saturday-Sunday 9 AM on the north side of the I-210 Bridge near
boat launch area. Beginners 2 class will be Oct 27, 28 and 29. Friday Oct 27
class will be at 5:30 PM at Ship to Shore. Saturday-Sunday at 9 AM on the north
side of the I-210 Bridge near boat launch area. This may be the last opportunity to
take kayak lessons from Bohomel. He is moving out of state. Anyone interested in
kayaking should sign up quickly since class size is limited. Go to www.aboutpad-
dling.com or call Oleg, 474-3920, or Ship to Shore 474-0730 to pre-register.
Cost is $95 and includes on the water instruction with kayaks provided.
Intermediate classes will be held Nov 3, 4, and 5.  Friday, Nov 3, 5:30 PM at Ship
to Shore, and Saturday-Sunday 9 AM on the north side of the I-210 Bridge near
boat launch area. 

SAFE BOATING CLASS, SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 21 —
The Lake Charles Power Squadron will hold a one day class October 21 at

their clubhouse, I-210 boat launch past LaFleur Park, from 8:30 AM to 3 PM.
Boaters with insurance may get a discount by completing this approved class.
Anyone born after Jan 1, 1988 must take the class before operating a boat over
10 hp. A lite lunch will be provided or you can bring a sack lunch. The class is
free and all ages are invited to attend. For more information on the Power
Squadron Safe boating classes call Ship to Shore at 474-0730. 

TENT SALE

3625 Highway 14
(Gerstner Memorial Blvd. Old Lowe’s Building)

Lake Charles, LA 70607
337•478•7053

Mon-Fri 10am-8pm • Saturday 10am-6pm
Sunday 1-5pm

Ashley Furniture HomeStore

Louisiana’s Largest Garage Sale! 
So Big It Spilled Over Into A

All Furniture Priced to Go!
30%-40%-50% OFF!

Bring Your Truck or Trailer! Save Even More!

Saturday 
October 28 to

Sunday 
November 5

 HomeStores are independently owned and operated.  Expires 11/05/06. © 2006 Ashley HomeStores, Ltd. 
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THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF
LAKE CHARLES, INC.

presents...

HOLIDAY MARKET

NOVEMBER
15th - 18th

Lake Charles Civic Center Coliseum

Market Hours
Thursday ~ 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Friday ~ 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday ~ 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

General Admission
$5.00 Adult or stroller

children under 12 FREE
(Handicap Accessible)

For more information, or to 
obtain tickets, please call:

436-4025
or visit www.jllc.net

PREVIEW PARTY
EXTRAVAGANZA

Wednesday, Nov. 15
7:00 PM  -  10:00 PM

SHOPPING FIESTA
Thursday, Nov. 16

6:00 PM  -  8:00 PM

JEWELRY FASHION 
SHOW LUNCHEON

Friday, Nov. 17
11:30 AM  -  1:30 PM

MORNING WITH 
SANTA & MRS. CLAUS

Saturday, Nov. 18
8:30 AM  -  10:30 AM

All proceeds benefit
community projects

sponsored by
The Junior League

of Lake Charles, Inc.

Across 
1 Itchy material
5 Covets, with "after"
10 Direction tornadoes spin in 

the N. Hemisphere
13 Alan on "The West Wing"
14 Text message alternative
15 She did a "Do You Believe?" tour
16 Fishing pole attachment
17 Way more than necessary
19 Dietary restriction
21 Separately
22 New York City TV station
24 Doc for head colds: abbr.
25 Primus leader Claypool
26 "Whadja say?"
29 Hairdos that get combed out
31 Full of NoDoz
33 "USA Today" pieces, often
37 Broadcast
38 Like locked Port-A-Potties
39 Use as a reference
42 Old-timey bicycle with the 

huge front wheel
45 Late "City Slickers" actor Kirby
47 Type of bean Hannibal Lecter 

preferred
48 He presided over the O.J. Trial
49 Confederate soldier

50 Suffix for human
53 Band that redid "I Will Survive"
55 "White ___" (2002 movie)
58 Like a batter in the on-deck circle
62 Louvre items
64 All homey and comfortable
65 "___ chance!"
66 Like the Vikings
67 Worse than bad
68 Astronomer's focus
69 They're suckled
70 ___-majeste

Down
1 Raise red flags
2 Margarine
3 Some poetry
4 Show whose intro showed the 

title on a license plate
5 Logical half
6 Thurman of "My Super 

Ex-Girlfriend"
7 Lee who "nobody doesn't like"
8 Words on the spine
9 The Alfred P. ___ Foundation 

(nonprofit institution)
10 England's next king, maybe
11 Yao Ming's position
12 Most full of ironic humor

15 ___ Awards
18 In base 8
20 "___-a-Lympics" 

(Hanna- Barbera cartoon)
23 Like grandpa's jokes
26 "Big Love" network
27 Coffee server
28 Stop being so childish?
30 Teen's response to "What'd you 

do on the weekend?"
32 Solidarity co-founder Walesa
34 Done with retribution
35 Sci-fi author Asimov
36 "Don Quixote" author
40 Blasting agent
41 Word before trip or stroking
43 High times?
44 "___ Five" (Brubeck classic)
45 Lou Groza's team
46 Survey another time
51 "___ get it"
52 "Robinson Crusoe" author
54 Big name in spreadsheets
56 Abbr. on a rap sheet
57 ___ avis
59 "Jabberwocky" creature
60 Arms trader's gun stash, maybe
61 Gomer who said "Shazam!"
63 They precede UV

"Gas Station"— silent but deadly.
by Matt Jones • ©2006 Jonesin' Crosswords

Last Issue’s Answers
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Fall Fun At The Fair
J. Shirlene Cooper

lue skies and crisp temperatures greeted thousands of fun
seekers at the Beauregard Parish Fair in DeRidder recently.
Last year’s event was cancelled after hurricane Rita, and as a
result, families and friends were eager to see what the 2006
event would hold in store.  That anticipation was answered in
the form of plenty of fun, food and fellowship.   

The 78th annual autumn celebration kicked off with a
parade through the heart of town. A procession of over 100
entries included school bands, pageant princesses, antique and
classic cars, bikes and floats. Leading the way was BeauFair
King C.R. McGehee. Retired from Bell South after 35 years
of service, he also served 20 years as a civil deputy with the

Beauregard Parish Sheriff’s Office.  Parade judges from Lake Charles includ-
ed Sheila Champagne of United Way, Debbie Rickman from Adult
Protective Services, and Bob Chandler of Turner Industries. Floats were
judged according to appearance, creativity and to the fair theme.

Students from across the parish were invited to submit ideas for the fair
theme. From Merryville High School, ninth grade student Paul Miller’s idea,
“Beauregard Agriculture, The Way of Life in 2006,” was selected this year.
Immediately following the parade, the gates of the fair were opened for three
days of exciting fun. Proceeds from the fair gate collections are used to pay
for premiums and prizes awarded to winning exhibits and parade entries.

In keeping with the age old harvest time traditions, exhibit halls were filled
with homemade and home grown items.  Featured agriculture products in the
vegetable category included sweet potatoes, eggplants, pumpkins, corn, toma-
toes, peppers, carrots, okra and onions which had been grown and harvested
in the parish.  Fruits, grown locally and on exhibit included pears, pomegran-
ates, persimmons, oranges, lemons, limes, kumquats, apples, and muscadines.
For the sweet tooth, mouth watering offerings, such as pecans, Chinese chest-
nuts, cane syrup, honey, jams and jellies, as well as pies, cookies, cakes and
breads also were on evaluated.

B
Dispatches

from DeRidder 

Children and adults alike enjoyed rides on the Merry-Go-Round.

Deedie Slaydon of Beauregard Women’s Organization greets visitors attending 
the 2006 Beauregard Parish Fair.

Among the numerous entertainers performing throughout the weekend at the fair,
Maxine Wheeler of DeQuincy provided a selection of gospel tunes, including “Hold on

to Jesus,” and “Ride Out Your Storm.”

The Petting Zoo proved a favorite attraction for children of all ages. During a 
break from the activities on the midway, Joe Bordelon (from left) and son, 

Joe, Jr. , along with Austin Sarver practiced the art of hand-feeding baby goats.
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Handcrafted items judged for
their craftsmanship and quality
included cross stitch, painted textile,
embroidery, stenciled objects, pil-
lows, crocheted items, and a variety
of carefully constructed and colorful
quilts, afghans and coverlets.
Christmas decorations, costume jew-
elry, decoupage, desk accessories,
ice cream stick art, leather, mosaic,
pine cone art, plaster molds, sand art,
sun catchers, wall hangings, wood
crafts, and wreaths represented an
assortment of artistic renderings. 

In the plant building, the products
of many green thumbs included cut
foliage potted plants, ferns, flower-
ing and fruited pot plants, cactus,
herbs and African violets. In the ani-
mal barn, Livestock show beef show-
manship awards were sponsored by
the Beauregard Cattle Women’s
Association. On display were rabbits,
chickens, ducks, lambs, pigs, hogs,
goats, and bulls and cows.

Of course, it was on the midway
that most of the action took place.
Special prices were offered to select
groups on each day of the fair.
Senior Citizen day, educational tours
day and student day saw familiar
faces from across the parish. And as
in years past, all military and their
families gained free admittance for
the entire week.

From the pavilion, results of the
“Healthy Baby Contest” were
announced, as well as the winners of
the parade judging and poster and
essay contests. Additionally, the
Beauregard Parish Fair Pageant was
conducted. Katelynn Boggs of East
Beauregard High School was named
Princess. She competed against girls
from all area schools.

Dancers, musicians, live bands
and theatrical performances were
scheduled throughout the week.
Gospel singing and music from the
Lord’s Ambassadors was met with
plenty of applause, while old time
bands, such as Ron Yule’s Country
Allstars drew much toe-tapping and
knee-slapping.  Just a few steps away
from the stage, Gold Star
Amusements provided just the right
mix of chills and thrills with an
assortment of carnival rides for the
young and the young at heart. Moms,
dads, grandmas, and grandpas
accompanied little ones on the
carousel, and each turn of the Merry-
Go-Round brought more giggles and
smiles. Meanwhile, teens and thrill
seekers took turns on the Ferris
Wheel, made their way through the
Fun House or dangled from ropes on
the Fear Factory. 

A favorite attraction, offered for
the first time this year, was the pet-
ting zoo. Pure delight and curiosity

shined from the faces of children as
they were allowed an up-close look
and a chance to feed camels, lamas
and baby goats. Afterwards, if the
parents were up to it, pony-rides!

One topic of conversation well
before the fair opens is, “Fair Food.”
The once-a-year offerings are an
absolute must for most fair goers,
and this year was no exception. Civic
organizations, including the Lions
Club, Kiwanis, and Shriners joined
school groups manning food booths
and providing taste-tempting delica-
cies such as hamburgers, Cajun fries,
nachos, gumbo, and chicken and

dumplings. Cotton candy, candied
apples, foot-long chili dogs, and that
all time favorite -Funnel Cake- also
were cooked up, battered up, fried
up, topped off and gobbled down in
huge amounts. 

Saturday evening and the end of
the fair came all too soon. Weary
parents carried tired children away
from the midway and home to bed.
Groups of teens walked away com-
paring prizes of giant stuffed ani-
mals, beads and trinkets. Residents
and visitors from Texas and Arkansas
visited for a few more minutes in the
parking lot as the gates were locked.

Finally, another successful fair nota-
tion entered into the books, as folks
went home to dream of autumn,
future harvests and prepare for the
fair of 2007. 
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Mr. Lynn Jones was just hanging around for the American Heart Association.

A Good View

Carol Ann Gayle and Hilary Bronwyn Gayle enjoying at the Contraband Film Festival.

or all those times I have
heard that we do not have
anything new or different for
our entertainment, I offer up
the Contraband Film
Festival. We are very fortu-
nate to have in our area a
group that feels passionately
about the film medium. The
Lake Area Film Group, start-
ed in 2004, enables anyone
interested in independent

filmmaking the tools and resources to devel-
op that interest. 

This is the second annual festival and
based on the full house at Central School
Theatre, I would say they have a hit on their
hands. I took names as the crowd ambled
into the theatre. The star studded list includ-
ed – Lisa and Mike Mayo, Paul Land, Julie
Fay, Sara Barnes, Monica Mire, and
Cherie Trahan. The format of this Saturday
evening on the 30th of September is simple.
The evening begins with a series of short
films followed by the feature length presen-
tation. This year started with something a bit
different. If you remember, Lake Area Film
Group was set at the Historic 1911 City Hall
to capture impromptu performances of peo-
ple as they passed. I was a tad disappointed
that no truly scandalous information was
released. However, the confessionals were
both funny and sentimental and very enjoy-
able. 

There were several short films presented.
Three were from the local 24-Hour Film
Sprint Project. This involved each group
receiving the same basic script and then cre-
ating the short around it. There was also a

short from the 48 Hour Film Project that was
recently in Houston. This one was my per-
sonal favorite because it starred my friend
Shelly Farrell. By the way, she was also in
the audience with her handsome husband
Brad and adorable son Aidan. There were
also four other short films which covered
everything from skateboarding in Lake
Charles to a hit man killing another hit man
who had killed first hit man’s son. 

Next was a short intermission for stretch-
ing legs and grabbing a snack. I will confess
that I did not have time to get to the food, as
shocking as that is, because I was gabbing in
the theatre (not as shocking). I was told that
the food was delicious and was provided by
Pappy’s, Casa Ole, and Sugar n’ Spice Cajun
Delights. The final installment in the festival
was the feature length film “Mercy” by
Patrick Roddy. Let me say before I discuss
the film, that hanging in the halls of Central
School was also a photography exhibit.
Hilary Bronwyn Gayle had documented the
making of the film in still photography. This
display is still showing and will be up until
the end of October. The film chronicles the
transition of John Mercy from prison life to a
new life outside confinement. While the film
is a darker genre than is usually my taste,
there are local landmarks shown. In addition,
it includes local people and it is probably
good to test the bounds of our usual film
choices. For film buffs and novices alike, the
night was fantastic. Great job to all the vol-
unteers who put this night together, and all
those people who worked so hard to put the
films together. Here are a few of the people
responsible for the festival’s success – Scott
Waldrop, Ken Henderson, Carol Anne

F

This crowd is working their corner for healthy hearts – Patrick Kosson, 
Joey Frazier, Cassandra Guilbeau, and Bud Clark.

Sharon Reynolds and Millie Barnett are on hand to help answers any questions 
for the Lake Area Film Group.
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Tony DuPuis, Susan Reed, and Greg Cormier were all smiles for the Mayor’s Arts Awards.

introductions for the featured per-
former Mr. Chris Thomas King. 

Mr. King is a Grammy-winning
New Orleans musician and actor. He
lost his Uptown New Orleans home
and studio to Katrina. In the aftermath
he wrote a song about it asking the
question “What Would Jesus Do?” He
wrote and recorded the song which
leads off his new inspired CD “Rise”
only days after the levees broke. Some
of Mr. King’s other accomplishments:
co-starring in Oscar winner “Ray” as
bandleader Lowell Fulsom, having a
#1 Album on the Billboard Pop charts
for “O Brother, Where Art Thou?,
being a Multi - Grammy“ Award win-
ner including “Album Of The Year” for
“O Brother, Where Art Thou?” We
were very fortunate to have such a tal-
ent appear in Lake Charles. I am look-
ing forward to future Louisiana
Crossroads events. Check out their
website – LouisianaCrossroads.org for
more information.

The very next evening I was back
at Central School Theatre for the 2006
Mayor’s Arts Awards. This is the
chance to recognize local people who
have made significant contributions to
the arts community over the past year.

The Corporate Sponsor of the Year
went to the Lake Charles American
Press for its Marquee Section which is
the responsibility of Gail Norris. The
Art Associates received the Cultural
Organization of the Year. The RSVP –
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program
took home honors as Citizens of the
Humanities. Citizen of the Arts was
awarded to Imogene Dewey. Mr.
Louis Temple was bestowed the acco-
lade of Arts Educator of the Year. A
new award entitled The Arts and
Humanities Keystone Award was given
to Mr. Chris Allen. It was felt that
because of the variety of his contribu-
tions to so many organizations, that no
single award was appropriate. A spe-
cial posthumous award for Artist of the
Year was given for Mr. Robert
Kleinschmidt. Congratulations to all
the winners and more importantly a
thank you for your continued efforts
on behalf of the arts.

I am always amazed by the sights
that can be witnessed on an ordinary
day as I drive through Lake Charles.
What is it that crossed the gaze of my
piercing eye? Why, I am glad you
asked.  I was driving down Ryan
Street, on my way to a scrumptious

Gayle, John Ware, Corey Bond, and
Justin Benevage. If you would like
more information, you can check out
these websites –
hilarybronwyngalye.com, patrickrod-
dy.com, and lakearefilmgroup.com.

Christmas is just around the corner.
This statement brings fear into my
heart as I contemplate the gift choos-
ing gauntlet I must soon negotiate. So
what bright spot did I find? Toys for
Tots! The kickoff for this year’s drive
was held on October 4th. Once again
Outback Steakhouse was kind enough
to open its doors and kitchen for the
event. And once again there was a
crowd in attendance to show support
for this valuable asset to our communi-
ty. As I searched for a seat I spotted
Tony Mancuso, Stitch Guillory,
Mayor Randy Roach, Nancy Tower,
and Gary Shannon. The drive is
organized by the West Cal Al Worley
Marine Corps League Detachment
1157, headed by John Lamar. This
drive serves children in the five parish
area. Over the four years they have
been working, over 18,000 children
have received toys through their
efforts. 

After reports from the parish chair-
persons, lunch was served. A choice
buffet was set starting with what I
believe was Ceasar salad. Since I do
not include salad in my diet, I can only
guess. The entrée contained a spicy
grilled chicken breast, steak, and rice
pilaf. As is the par for Outback, it was
all mighty tasty. After our lunch there
were door prizes, shirts, coffee mugs
and posters of the Silent Drill Team. I
you can believe it, I did not win any-
thing. Obliviously, the entire thing was
rigged and I am appealing. Good luck
to Toys for Tots and the 2006 cam-
paign.

Another exciting event to visit Lake
Charles is Louisiana Crossroads.
Wednesday, the 4th brought me to
Central School Theatre again for a
broadcast presentation of Chris
Thomas King. This was the first live
radio broadcast of Louisiana
Crossroads in Lake Charles and Lake
Charles came out in force to let the
radio audience hear our support. My
husband and I slipped into the theatre
with George Swift, Susie and Paul
Zimmerman, Blaine, Tim, and Paul
Bourgeois. Mr. Todd Mouton made

Brian Prudhomme and Beverly and Wendell Watson posed at the Louisiana Crossroads 
broadcast from Center School Theatre.

Lt. Tito Jones with his wife Nina and one of their beautiful children Angela 
at the Toys for Tots lunch.

Charlie Adkins, Jackie Adkins, Christie Adkins, and Stephanie McCulloch visited 
during intermission of the Chris Thomas King broadcast.
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for voting us Best Mini Storage!
• Regular & Climate 

Controlled Storage
• 24 Hour Access
• UPS & Fed Ex 

Package Shipping
• U-Haul Truck & Trailer Rentals
• Boxes & Packing Materials

474-8800
210 W. Sale Rd.

Lake Charles

626-0000
850 S. Post Oak Rd.

Sulphur

855-3000
716 Sam Houston

Jones Pkwy., Moss Bluff

Thank You SWLA

McNeese Students & Staff!

20%
OFF

(valid with current McNeese ID)
Bring in this coupon to receive your discount today! 

TANNING PACKAGES 
& LOTIONS

Become the Bronze Beauty
you’ve always wanted to be at
Tan Daddy’s Tanning Salon. In
as little as 3-minutes, golden
perfection can be yours with
mystic tan’s new Walk-in
Spray-on Tan Booth.

If Relaxation is what you desire,
the high-tech 10-minute Pure
Tan will leave you with a
unique tanning experience. 
No one forget their 
first time, especially 
if it’s FREE!

Who’s Your Daddy?

109 W. LaGrange St., Lake Charles

479-8080
Monday - Friday: 8am 8pm

Saturday: 10am - 4pm

✦New Beds

GREAT MYSTIC 

TAN OFFER

First Time Special
2 for $40

Mystic Ten Package
10 Mystics for $150.00

burger with my editor at Cheeburger -
Cheeburger, when I saw a man hang-
ing from a crane and waving. I felt
obligated to investigate the nature of
this display. As I pulled into the park-
ing lot of R & R Auto Sales on the
corner of Ryan and Prien Lake, I now
recognized our own Clerk of Court,
Mr. Lynn Jones as the person in the
air. 

Now do not get me wrong, I do not
object if an individual wants to hang
from a crane, however, I was curious if
there was a greater purpose to this than
a good view. As I approached the cor-
ner, I was met by some eager folks
with matching shirts and buckets
extended. Mr. Joey Frazier and
Chrissy Hebert were hard at work
appealing to the passing cars for dona-
tions for the American Heart
Association’s Heart Walk. The details
now unfold. Mr. Jones is to be dan-
gling from this crane for 48 hours in
order to increase awareness for the
American Heart Association. I now
went for the hard hitting questions.
How is he going to go to the bath-
room? Would you believe that he is
being housed in one of the containers
furnished from Emergency Storm
Shelters?  It is complete with bath-
room, television, and sleeping quarters.
It was still early in his stay, but Lynn
seemed cheerful and was steadily wav-

ing and greeting onlookers. I was even
on hand to witness the owner of R &
R, Mr. Rick Bruno, presenting a
check to American Heart Association’s
Cassandra Guilbeau. Mr. Bud
Clark, who is the manager of R & R,
was also out on the corner helping to
collect money. This was a great idea
and certainly a crowd pleaser as evi-
denced by the cash collected and car
horns that were sounding. The
American Heart Association’s Heart
Walk will be on November 11 at
Graywood.

Our spy traveled to Jennings to the
Chateau Des Cocodries at the
Louisiana Oil and Gas Park, just off
Interstate 10.   Two-year-old Brylie
Fontenot was in Jennings to visit her
grandfather, Robert Broussard.
Brylie and her Uncle Dustin and
Grandpa Broussard were visiting the
Chateau Des Cocodries where Brylie
met her first alligator – up close ad
personal!  The Oil and Gas Park is a
great destination in itself, or a good
rest stop. There’s no admission to the
Chateau Des Cocodries, and as Brylie
learned, its fun – if your uncle and
grandpa are there for support!  Check
out the park and the alligators at the
Jeff Davis tourism website at
www.jeffdavis.org/tourism. 

Two year old Brylie Fontenot of Westlake is held by her uncle Dustin Broussard of 
Jennings as she debates whether to pet the baby alligator “Nemo” at the Jennings 

Chateau des Cogodries (Alligator House).
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